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CHARGE
Human Rights Committee
Approved August 12, 2008

Createdn 1995 by theSelect Boardthe mission of the Human Rights Committee is to address
matters pertaining to human and civil rights and problems related to thereto that may arise in the
Town.

The charge of the Committee is to:
1. Advocate appreciation and regp for human and civil rights in oliown (Education);
2. Organize and/or recommend community events to constructively promote respect for
human and civil rights in our Town (Community Outreach);
3. Provide advice and assistance to the Town Manager, Chiefioé Pand/or other
Town offices in response to issues that challenge the human and/or civil rights of any
individual or group in our Town (Community Response)



NHRC LOGO
The NHRC logo design, which is universally recognized, combines the shape of a hand
with thatof a bird (dove). It was created by an international committee for the promotion
wwe — and protectiorof human rights.

MEMBERSHIP
Official members of the Needham Human Rights Committee are Needham residents who
volunteer to serve on ti@ommittee. They are appointed by the SelBrd.
TheCommittee shall consist of 12 members. When practicable, the Committee should
includerepresentatives or designees of the Needham Police Department and the
Needham Public Schoblepartment (exfficio and norvoting), the Needham
Commission on Disabilities, and theeedham Housing Authority. Membership should
also include a representative of the locldrgy, a senior citizen, a tenant of the Needham
Housing Authority, a realtor, and a Needh&hgh School student.

MEETINGS
Human Rights Committee meetings aseiallyheld thethird Thursdayof each month at
Needham Town Hall, Highland Room, 7:900 pm Meetings are open to the public aald
meeting dates arajendas are posted on the Town web€iteoccasion, gest speakers are
invited by the Committeg¢o share their expertise in the area of human rights. Guest speakers
play an important role as resources for planning future NHRC events. The Comnalteene
all Needham residents who are interested in human rights to attend a meetmtgandabout
thework of the Committee.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
Organizingand sponsoringommunity events and educational forums related to human rights
plays a major role in the work of the NHRC. Following are highlightshfeFiscal Y ear 209.
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AtMy Nei ghbordés Tabl e:

A Vegetarian Potluck on Cultural

Appropriation and Appreciation
It's very important to know the neighbor next door and the people down the street and the people
in another race~ Maya AngelolNeedham residents participdia a conversation over a meal
abouconf |l i cting views of culturalCultarglpr opri ati on
appropriation harms cultures when a prevailing culture adopts things from a different culture
without interpreting them, or manipulaté®&in in ways that contradict the origins, and
substitutes the dominant culture's idea of what the other culture tsHkamples othe misuse
of sensitive cultural materiaere shared, including incidents which occurred in the town of
Needham. Particgnts of diverse backgrounds provided examples of culipraieciationthat
presentedlternativeviews. The event waso-sponsored bifemple Beth Shalonkirst Parish
iNnNeedham Unitarian Uni ver s al PreslhyteriaBGaréh@dfi Co mmu
NeedhamNeedham Human Rights Committee, Needham Diversity Initiative, and Cooperative
Metropolitan Ministries.Members of the NHRC served on the plagn@ommittee, andree
member was a ebost for the evening program.

Needham7" Annual Diversity Summifi November17, 2018 Pollard Middle School




(Photes courtesy Needham Diversity Initiative, Inc. needhamdiversity.org)



The Needham Diversity Summan annual event organized by the Needham Diversity Initiative,
Inc. brings together community leaders, friends, neighbors and students to explore, foster,
strengt hen and cel ebr adf sociodmrmit statns sace dsexuakorientationy
gender (including identity and expression), religion, ethnic identity, ability and age. The Summit
attempts to empower groups that may otherwise feel unablatdathk the confidence to share

their experiences and voices, andhalleng its residents to think in new ways abdog

T o w revolyving community. The 208 Summit featurd a diversepanel of Needham residents

who spokeabout their experiences living Needham.Special guestRon Jones, Emmy Award
winning actor and writer, perforaa parts of his onenan/10 characters pladyT he Moy ement 0
andteacher/Facing HistorgloggerauthorJessicd andersspokeabout the challenges of

teaching equityjustice and bias to her student audiend@syanizations and grous the

Needham Communitwho work with diverse populatiorset up exhibits thatighlighted the
important role they play in the Needham Communityle NHRC was a esponsor of the day

long event. NHRC members served on the Diversity Summit Planning Committee and attended
and hosted the Diversity Summit. NHRC members pisticipated irworkshop sessions, an
integral part of the Diversity Summit pn@gn anda memberof the Committeevasinvited to be
aguest panelist.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration January 27, 2019 Needham High School

Hosted by the Needham Diversity Initiative, this anraalily friendly event celebrates the
legacy and the life and achievement of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The central focus of the MLK
Day is children. Most of the performances by or for children of all ageMusic was an



integral part of the 2019 celebration, with performances bRlingged Inteen bandMaking

Music Matter Bellevue Community Churdf Nashville andTempleBeth Shalom Youth

Choir, group singing lead bBrother Dennis Slaughtesind a dance performance by the
Origination Cultural Arts Centeto Honor Dr. King Middle school students conducted a
ceremony of lighting candles in honor of those who have inspired them. NHRC was a co
sponsor of the celebration. Committee members served on the MLK Day Planning Committee,
organized and provided refreshments, and attgide event. Additional egponsors of the

event were the Needham Clergy Association and the Needham School Department and its
METCO Program.

Conversations At My NeiigMaroha24, 204 Tdgple Beth Salorm | u ¢ k

It Happened Here: Slavery in Needham
Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success.
[Henry Ford]. The sixth of a series of potluck dinners around the theme: "Conversations at My
Neighbor's Table"dok place at Temple Beth Shalom. Gudstgnedabout the history of
slavery in Needham (documents indickiiee presence of slaves and slaveholders) and ethgage
in small group conversations abdwaiw to reckon with, seek renewal, and reconcile the remnants
of a t o vBpetial gupsaspdaakerereGloria Greis, Executive Director of the Needham
History Center and Museum, and Rev. Darrell Hamilton of First Baptist Church in Jamaica
Plain. Sponsors of the potluck conversati@reTemple Beth Shalom, Firftarish in Needham
Unitarian Universalist, Bahg86i Community of N
Baptist Church of Needham, Christ Episcopal Church, Carter Memorial United Methodist
Church, Needham Diversity Initiative, Needham Human Rightar@ittee and Cooperative
Metropolitan Ministries.A member of the NHRC chaired the planning committee for the event.







Race Amity DayTown of Needham June 9, 2019NeedhamHistorical Center and Museum.

th of :

~

Race Amity Day ProclamationTown Hall

RACE AMITY DAY is an officially recognized day in Massachuseétteldannually on the
second Sunday of Juimecities and towns across the Commonweakhmity meandriendship
Race Amity Day i®bservedo overcome racial prejudice through associatadcollaboration
and toencourage and advocate for cross racial/cross cuftigatiships RAD wasorganized

and elebratedhrough goint effort between the Towns of Needham and Wellesdagwas
hosted by the Needham Diversity Initiative and World of WelleslHye 2019 celebratigrmeld
attheNeedham History Center and MusewrelcomedBostonMETCO families as special
guests. A documentary about the history of METCO was shovRarticipants shared food and
conversations togetheBrief remarkswvere presented DI officers, State Rep. Denise
Garlick and &ateSenator Becca Rausch.dh pr ogram i ncl uded sandngi ng I
concluded with songs by the Treble RebalsleedhanHigh School A Capella groupThe

NHRC was a cesponsor of the event.

Suitcase Stories June 19, 2019Temgde Beth Shalom



Suitcase Stories Liwgas astorytelling performancerganized

by IINE T the International Institute of New Englandnd

Temple Beth Shalorm Needham. The purposéthe event

was to honor refugees and immigranisvited speakers were
foreign and U.Sborn residents whaharediit al es of hope
pur sui t of [Thepresentationsfoadenedhe a . 0
audi eawarandssof the many ways that immigrant roots
affectbothindividuals and awholecommunity The event

was held at Temple Beth Shalofihe NHRC was a

supporting partner for the eveNHRC memberselped
publicizethe programandserved asolunteesto organize

and facilitate program activities.

Storytellers gather for a groygcture
(Photo:Hometown Weekly

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
In pursuing its mission, the NHRC seeks opportunities to collabosate develop owgoing
relationships with groups in the Needham Community. Following are examples of ways the
NHRC has madefforts to reach out to both official and rofficial Town Committees and
organizations.

1 NEEDHAM HOUSING AUTHORITY Members of the NHRMavehadon-going
conversationsvith the Executive Director and the Resident Servidesrdinator to discuss
common interests and means of support. Cleemmi t t dsdodearn gboudtheeeds of
residents living in NHA unitsand how well residents of Needham pulblausing are
integrated into the Communityhe Committeeontinues to seek candidates who are



