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Created in 1995 by the Select Board, the mission of the Human Rights Committee is to address 

matters pertaining to human and civil rights and problems related to thereto that may arise in the 

Town. 

 

The charge of the Committee is to: 

1. Advocate appreciation and respect for human and civil rights in our Town (Education); 

2. Organize and/or recommend community events to constructively promote respect for 

human and civil rights in our Town (Community Outreach); 

3. Provide advice and assistance to the Town Manager, Chief of Police, and/or other  

Town offices in response to issues that challenge the human and/or civil rights of any 

individual or group in our Town (Community Response) 

 



NHRC LOGO  

The NHRC logo design, which is universally recognized, combines the shape of a hand 

with that of a bird (dove). It was created by an international committee for the promotion 

and protection of human rights. 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

Official members of the Needham Human Rights Committee are Needham residents who 

volunteer to serve on the Committee. They are appointed by the Select Board.  

The Committee shall consist of 12 members. When practicable, the Committee should 

include representatives or designees of the Needham Police Department and the 

Needham Public School Department (ex officio and non-voting), the Needham 

Commission on Disabilities, and the Needham Housing Authority. Membership should 

also include a representative of the local clergy, a senior citizen, a tenant of the Needham 

Housing Authority, a realtor, and a Needham High School student.  

 

MEETINGS  

Human Rights Committee meetings are usually held the third Thursday of each month at 

Needham Town Hall, Highland Room, 7:30-9:00 pm.  Meetings are open to the public and all 

meeting dates and agendas are posted on the Town website. On occasion, guest speakers are 

invited by the Committee to share their expertise in the area of human rights. Guest speakers 

play an important role as resources for planning future NHRC events. The Committee welcomes 

all Needham residents who are interested in human rights to attend a meeting and to learn about 

the work of the Committee. 

 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION  

Organizing and sponsoring community events and educational forums related to human rights 

plays a major role in the work of the NHRC. Following are highlights for the Fiscal Year 2019.   

 

Conversations At My Neighborôs Table Potluck Series Oct 21, 2018 Temple Beth Shalom  

 

 



At My Neighborôs Table: 

A Vegetarian Potluck on Cultural 

Appropriation and Appreciation  

It's very important to know the neighbor next door and the people down the street and the people 

in another race. ~ Maya Angelou Needham residents participated in a conversation over a meal 

about conflicting views of cultural appropriation and cultural appreciation.  ñCultural 

appropriation harms cultures when a prevailing culture adopts things from a different culture 

without interpreting them, or manipulates them in ways that contradict the origins, and 

substitutes the dominant culture's idea of what the other culture is like.ò Examples of the misuse 

of sensitive cultural material were shared, including incidents which occurred in the town of 

Needham.  Participants of diverse backgrounds provided examples of cultural appreciation that 

presented alternative views.  The event was co-sponsored by Temple Beth Shalom, First Parish 

in Needham Unitarian Universalist, Bah§ôi Community in Needham, Presbyterian Church of 

Needham, Needham Human Rights Committee, Needham Diversity Initiative, and Cooperative 

Metropolitan Ministries.  Members of the NHRC served on the planning committee, and one 

member was a co-host for the evening program. 

 

Needham 7th Annual Diversity Summit ï November 17, 2018 Pollard Middle School 

 

 

 

 



 

                       

 

 

 

            

(Photos courtesy Needham Diversity Initiative, Inc. needhamdiversity.org) 



The Needham Diversity Summit, an annual event organized by the Needham Diversity Initiative, 

Inc. brings together community leaders, friends, neighbors and students to explore, foster, 

strengthen and celebrate Needhamôs diversity - of socioeconomic status, race, sexual orientation, 

gender (including identity and expression), religion, ethnic identity, ability and age. The Summit 

attempts to empower groups that may otherwise feel unable or that lack the confidence to share 

their experiences and voices, and to challenge its residents to think in new ways about the 

Townôs evolving community.  The 2019 Summit featured a diverse panel of Needham residents 

who spoke about their experiences living in Needham.  Special guests Ron Jones, Emmy Award-

winning actor and writer, performed parts of his one-man/10 characters play ñThe Movementò, 

and teacher/Facing History blogger/author Jessica Landers spoke about the challenges of 

teaching equity, justice and bias to her student audiences.  Organizations and groups in the 

Needham Community who work with diverse populations set up exhibits that highlighted the 

important role they play in the Needham Community!  The NHRC was a co-sponsor of the day-

long event. NHRC members served on the Diversity Summit Planning Committee and attended 

and hosted the Diversity Summit. NHRC members also participated in workshop sessions, an 

integral part of the Diversity Summit program, and a member of the Committee was invited to be 

a guest panelist. 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration - January 27, 2019 Needham High School 

 

 
                   

 
(Photos courtesy of Needham Diversity Initiative, Inc. needhamdiversity.org) 

 

Hosted by the Needham Diversity Initiative, this annual family friendly event celebrates the 

legacy and the life and achievement of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The central focus of the MLK 

Day is children.  Most of the performances are by or for children of all ages. Music was an 



integral part of the 2019 celebration, with performances by the Plugged In teen band, Making 

Music Matter, Bellevue Community Church of Nashville, and Temple Beth Shalom Youth 

Choir, group singing lead by Brother Dennis Slaughter, and a dance performance by the 

Origination Cultural Arts Center to Honor Dr. King.  Middle school students conducted a 

ceremony of lighting candles in honor of those who have inspired them.  NHRC was a co-

sponsor of the celebration. Committee members served on the MLK Day Planning Committee, 

organized and provided refreshments, and attended the event.  Additional co-sponsors of the 

event were the Needham Clergy Association and the Needham School Department and its 

METCO Program. Initiative 
 
Conversations At My Neighborôs Table Potluck Series ï March 24, 2019 Temple Beth Shalom 

 

 
 

It Happened Here: Slavery in Needham 

Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success. 

[Henry Ford].  The sixth of a series of potluck dinners around the theme: "Conversations at My 

Neighbor's Table" took place at Temple Beth Shalom.  Guests learned about the history of 

slavery in Needham (documents indicated the presence of slaves and slaveholders) and engaged 

in small group conversations about how to reckon with, seek renewal, and reconcile the remnants 

of a townôs past. Special guest speakers were Gloria Greis, Executive Director of the Needham 

History Center and Museum, and Rev. Darrell Hamilton of First Baptist Church in Jamaica 

Plain.  Sponsors of the potluck conversation were Temple Beth Shalom, First Parish in Needham 

Unitarian Universalist, Bah§ôi Community of Needham, Presbyterian Church of Needham, First 

Baptist Church of Needham, Christ Episcopal Church, Carter Memorial United Methodist 

Church, Needham Diversity Initiative, Needham Human Rights Committee and Cooperative 

Metropolitan Ministries.  A member of the NHRC chaired the planning committee for the event. 

 

 



  

                           



 

 

Race Amity Day: Town of Needham - June 9, 2019 Needham Historical Center and Museum. 

 

 

 
Race Amity Day Proclamation - Town Hall 

 

RACE AMITY DAY is an officially recognized day in Massachusetts ï held annually on the 

second Sunday of June in cities and towns across the Commonwealth.  Amity means friendship.  

Race Amity Day is observed to overcome racial prejudice through association and collaboration, 

and to encourage and advocate for cross racial/cross cultural friendships.  RAD was organized 

and celebrated through a joint effort between the Towns of Needham and Wellesley, and was 

hosted by the Needham Diversity Initiative and World of Wellesley.  The 2019 celebration, held 

at the Needham History Center and Museum, welcomed Boston METCO families as special 

guests.  A documentary about the history of METCO was shown.     Participants shared food and 

conversations together.  Brief remarks were presented by NDI officers, State Rep. Denise 

Garlick and State Senator Becca Rausch. The program included singing by Bahaôi Children, and 

concluded with songs by the Treble Rebels, a Needham High School A Capella group. The 

NHRC was a co-sponsor of the event. 

 

Suitcase Stories - June 19, 2019 Temple Beth Shalom 

 

 

 



Suitcase Stories Live was a storytelling performance organized 

by IINE ï the International Institute of New England ï and 

Temple Beth Shalom in Needham.  The purpose of the event 

was to honor refugees and immigrants.  Invited speakers were 

foreign and U.S.-born residents who shared ñtales of hope and 

pursuit of life in America.ò The presentations broadened the 

audienceôs awareness of the many ways that immigrant roots 

affect both individuals and a whole community.  The event 

was held at Temple Beth Shalom.  The NHRC was a 

supporting partner for the event. NHRC members helped 

publicize the program, and served as volunteers to organize 

and facilitate program activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Story-tellers gather for a group picture 

(Photo: Hometown Weekly) 
 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH  

In pursuing its mission, the NHRC seeks opportunities to collaborate - and develop on-going 

relationships - with groups in the Needham Community. Following are examples of ways the 

NHRC has made efforts to reach out to both official and non-official Town Committees and 

organizations. 

 

¶ NEEDHAM HOUSING AUTHORITY Members of the NHRC have had on-going 

conversations with the Executive Director and the Resident Services Coordinator to discuss 

common interests and means of support. The Committeeôs goal is to learn about the needs of 

residents living in NHA units, and how well residents of Needham public housing are 

integrated into the Community. The Committee continues to seek candidates who are 


