
 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

Monday, November 16, 2020 

7:30 p.m. 

 

Virtual Meeting using Zoom 

Meeting ID: 845-1987-6965 

(Instructions for accessing below) 
  

 

 

HEARINGS begin at 7:30pm. 

 

1. Public notice is hereby given that PetCo located at 163 Highland Ave. has made 

application to the Design Review Board for a Special Permit pursuant to the Sign By-

Law Section 5.3.4. 1st Special Permit (2nd additional wall sign) section 5.5.3.1(a), 2nd 

Special permit (3rd additional wall sign) section 5.5.3.1(a), and any other applicable 

sections of the By-law.   
 

 

APPLICANTS: 

 

(Items for which a specific time has not been assigned may be taken out of order.) 

 

2. Brian Brinkers, ACME Sign Corporation representing Joelle Lieman, Elite Aesthetics 

MD and applying for signage and awnings located at 1 Chapel Street. 

 

3. Aaron Sicotte, representing Needham High School applying for signage located at 609 

Webster Street. 

 

 

REVIEW Minutes of 11/2/2020 meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Next Public Meeting – December 7, 2020 at 7:30pm via Zoom Webinar 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

To view and participate in this virtual meeting on your phone, download the “Zoom 

Cloud Meetings” app in any app store or at www.zoom.us. At the above date and time, 

click on “Join a Meeting” and enter the following Meeting ID: 845-1987-6965   

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84519876965 

 

 To view and participate in this virtual meeting on your computer, at the above date and 

time, go to www.zoom.us click “Join a Meeting” and enter the following ID: 845-1987-

6965 

http://www.zoom.us/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84519876965
http://www.zoom.us/
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Updated FCO Letters
Updated all Vital Pet signs to Vetco Total Care
Updated Sign C to call out lexan not aluminum faces
Updated FCO “vet hospital” to “vet care”
Updated electrical for Sign A per production report
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This rendering is the property of Anchor 
Sign, Inc. It is for the exclusive use of 
Anchor Sign, Inc. and the party which 
requested the rendering. It is an 
unpublished original drawing not to be 
distributed, reproduced or exhibited 
without the consent of Anchor Sign, Inc. 
Please contact your account manager 
with questions regarding this statement.
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General Notes:

This sign is to be installed in accordance with 
the requirements of Article 600 of the National 
Electrical Code.

1) Grounded and bonded per NEC 600.7/NEC 250
2) Existing branch circuit in compliance with 
    NEC 600.5, not to exceed 20 amps
3) Sign is to be UL listed per NEC 600.3
4) UL disconnect switch per NEC 600.6- required per 
    sign component before leaving manufacturer*
   *For multiple signs, a disconnect is permitted but 
    not required for each section

 Electrical Detail:

 

GE Tetra Max LEDs (White GEMX2471-W1 & 
Red GERD24-W1 LEDs)
(1) GEPS 24-100
      Total Amps: 1.1
(1) 20 amp 120V Circuit Req.

Color Specifications:

Pantone 200 C Red

Pantone 306 C Blue
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 Specifications: Channel Letters

  1. Existing Facade: Concrete Block 

  2. 0.040” Aluminum letter returns painted to match    Pantone 299 C Blue   

      (painted to match    Pantone 200 C Red for “CO”) 

  3. 1” Jewelite trimcap (    Pantone 299 C Blue and    Pantone 200 C Red for “CO”) bonded 

      to face, #8 pan head screws to returns 

  4. 0.080” Aluminum backs

      (interior of sign to be painted white for maximum illumination) 

  5.  White LEDs (Red LEDs for “CO”)

  6.  3/16" Optix White 2406 LD Acrylic w/ applied vinyl:

             3M 3630-57 Blue vinyl 

             3M 3630-53 Cardinal Red vinyl

  7. Disconnect switch UL outdoor rated toggle type w/ neoprene boot per NEC 600-6

  8. Primary electrical feed in UL conduit / customer supplied UL junction box 

  9. Transformers within UL enclosure (removable lid), 1/4” x 1” min screws

10. Mounting hardware: 1/2” Sleeve Anchors
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1. Double sided 13 oz White banner material w/ applied 

    digital printed graphics. 

2. Grommets to be evenly spaced all the way 

    around banner. Grommets will be in (4) corners 

    and @ 24” O.C. all around perimeter. hemmed edges.

 Specifications:

3/4” (1/2” ID) Brass
Grommet @ 24” O.C.
and in corners all around
perimeter

Vinyl Banner Detail
Scale:  N.T.S.

Color Specifications:

White vinyl Banner Substrate Black (CMYK: 0, 0, 0, 69)
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Property Location:________________________________________________ Date: __________  

 

Owner:    

 

Address:      

 Street City State Zip 

Telephone:       

 

 

Applicant:        

 

Address:  _                              
 Street   City  State  Zip 

Telephone:      

 

 

Designer/Installer:       

 

Address:           
 Street   City  State  Zip 

 

Telephone:           

 

Type of Application 
 Sign 
 Minor Project 
 Exterior Alterations 

 Major Project (Site Plan Review) 

 - preliminary 

 - final 

 Flexible Subdivision 

 Planned Residential Development 

 Residential Compound 

 
Brief description of sign or project:    

 

 

 

 

 

Please email completed application to elitchman@needhamma.gov 

 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

Public Service Administration Building 

500 Dedham Avenue 
Needham, MA 02492 

Application and Report 

1 CHAPEL ST NOV 5, 2010

PETRINI CORPORATION

187 Rosemary Street - Needham - MA - 02494

(781) 444-1963

ELITE AESTHETICS

78 CHAPEL ST.  NEEDHAM, MA

(781) 559-3433

ACME SIGN CORPORATION

3 LAKELAND PARK DR.  PEABODY, MA  01960

978-535-6600

RECOVER EXISTING AWNING FRAMES PER PLAN ATTACHED. NEW AWNINGS WILL HAVE
COMPANY NAME AND LOGO MISCELLANEOUS WINDOW GRAPHICS



UL

(978) 535-6600

3 Lakeland Park
Peabody, MA  01960

M E M B E R

UNITED STATES
SIGN COUNCIL

Massachusetts

Association
S I G N

acmesigncorp.com

Brian B

None

October 30, 2020

Needham, MA

Page 1 of 2

1-45 Chapel St.

Re-Cover 8 Awning Frames in Black Sunbrella Material.

12” LOGO’S    2.5” COPY22” LOGO    2.5” COPY



T O m / O F N E E D H A M

DESIGN mAEWBOAED
Public Service Administration Building

5 0 0 D e d h a m A v e n u e

Needham, MA 02492

Application and Report

L o c a t i o n : D a t e :

Z ip

O w n e r : \ O y \ A C y

A d d r e s s : S V ( V J ( a 2 c t k r t l A i l A
S t r e e t C i t y S t a t e

Telephone:

Applicant: (\oay\ ̂ r̂vACĉ
A d d r e s s :

Telephone:

S t r e e t C i t y S l a t e Z i p

Designer/Installer:

Address: i SS\ OMngfr.l ^sr,^ VA '^Ur^ ek
S t r e e t

Telephone:,

' C / / y 5 / a r e

e ^ - A 3 \ o - ^
Zip

Type of Application
W S i e o
O M iMinor Project
"n Exterior Alterations

Major Project
O • preliminar}'
O - fi n a l
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□ P lanned Resident ia l Development
□ R e s i d e n t i a l C o m p o u n d

ef des^ption ofsBrief des^ption of sign or project:
Z . Ik sv^A

\ - 5 ? U g b s \ ^ - r ^ S y C C A \ \ ^

2--" M >*2^ -^irrwrcl (SVCC-^H (Sh:Av\^ f



P a r t 2 - S C O P E O F W O R K

S C O P E O F W O R K

The vendor shall furnish and Install two granite signs for Needham High School (609
Webster Street, Needham).

Both signs shall;
• Be made out a light grey granite material
• Have letters engraved in black
• Include posts on both side to support the weight of the sign In a matching grey

gran i te
• Be installed according to code

Prior to fabrication of signs, a proof will be provided to the School Department for review
and approval.

One sign shall be Installed on Webster Street. It Is to be 8' x 4' with the below engraved In
Rockwell Extra Bold font or equivalent on both sides of the sign:

• Centered with the letters 8" In height:
N e e d h a m

High School
• Right justified at the bottom of the sign with the letters 3" in height:

E s t a b l i s h e d 1 8 6 5

One sign shall be installed on Admiral Gracey Blvd. It is to be 4' x 2' with the below
engraved in Baskerville Old Face or equivalent on one side of the sign:

• Centered with the letters 4" in height:
N e e d h a m

• Centered with the letters 3" in height:
High School

• Right Justified with the letters 2" in height:
M a i n E n t r a n c e

The vendor will be responsible for reseeding the area around the Installation of the signs.
All work Is to be done between 8:15am and 2:15pm Monday through Friday.



M o n u m e n t

GRANITE SIGN FOR NEEDHAM HIGH SCHOOL Warehouse
N H S G R A N I T E S I G N I N S TA L L AT I O N

Granite signs as specified in the bid documents.

Material: Gray Granite
Gray Granite that is used will look similar to the 3D simulated rendering that is attached to this document.
Properties:

C o l o r Density

A S T M 0 9 7

Absorption

A S T M 0 9 7

Compressive Strength
A S T M 0 1 7 0

Modulus of Rupture

A S T M 0 9 9

F l e x u r a l

Strength

A S T M 0 8 8 0

I b / C u . F t . By Weight % P S I M i n P S I P S I

Gray Granite 1 6 5 . 1 2 0 . 3 7 2 3 , 0 2 6 2 6 5 0 1 6 6 9

C o n s t r u c t i o n P r o c e s s

Granite sign is multi piece construction of parts made out of granite. It will be manufactured using 100% all natural
granite material. The surface finish of the sign will be natural polish except for the engraved areas will be the rough cut
engraved surface finish.

Granite sign production will be completed off site at our manufacturing plant and shipped to the site location using a
c o m m e r c i a l t r u c k .

Onsite excavation and foundation work will be completed after the permit and approval from the local government
agencies. Foundation will be done using concrete to a depth that is at least deeper than the frost line.

Granite sign will be installed on the concrete foundation and secured to the foundation using stainless steel dowel
pins.
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M o n u m e n t

m
GRANITE SIGN FOR NEEDHAM HIGH SCHOOL Warehouse



M o n u m e n t

G R A N I T E S I G N F O R N E E D H A M H I G H S C H O O L Wa r e h o u s e
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  Design Review Board Meeting Minutes    

Monday, November 2, 2020    

7:30 PM    

Board Members:  

Mark Gluesing, Chair (P) Bob Dermody, Board Member (P) 

Nelson Hammer, Board Member (P) 

Chad Reilly, Board Member (p)  

Steve Tanner, Board Member (P) 

Rana Mana-Doerfer, DRB Recording Secretary (P)  

Elisa Litchman, Administrative Assistant, Planning & Community Development (P) 

Applicants & Attendees:  

1. Special Permit applications, Anna Haluch, Pro Sign Service applying for 2 signs at 540 

Hillside Ave.  

2. Special Permit applications, James Flynn, applying for three special permits for signage 

for Century Bank located at 1433 Highland Ave.  

3. Façade Renovations, Evans Huber, representing Century Bank located at 1433 Highland 

Avenue   

- James Flynn, Century Bank VP.  

- Peter Darlow, Architect. 

4. Sign application, Ron Ferrigno, Sign Design Inc. representing Warehouse Picture 

Framing located at 49 Highland Avenue.  

5. Signage, and Façade renovations, Mary Stanton, Dasco Signs representing The Needham 

General Store located at 399 Great Plain Avenue. 

- Megan Pesce & Mark Pesce. 

Mr. Chair called the meeting to order on November 2, 2020 at 7:30 PM EST.  

Mr. Chair notified attendees of new public meeting orders issued by the governor of 

Massachusetts. 

Agenda Item 1: 

(Continued) Public notice is hereby given that 540 Hillside Avenue LLC C/O SSG Hillside 

Needham LLC, located at 540 Hillside Ave, has made application to the Design Review 

Board for a Special Permit pursuant to the Sign By-Law Section 5.5.3.2, (Wall sign 

exceeding 32 Sq. Ft.) and Section 5.5.3.2(b) (Allowing additional wall sign) any other 

applicable sections of the By-law.  - Anna Haluch 



 

 

Ms. Haluch presented her application to install a 55 sq. ft. halo lit channel letter sign, Sign A,  on 

the west elevation of the building, as well as a 20 sq. ft. non illuminated cut out letter sign, Sign 

B, on the south elevation of the building, facing the parking lot.  

Previously Ms. Haluch has appeared informally before the Board regarding the west, Hillside 

Avenue, elevation signage. Her client had wanted to install an 80 sq. ft. sign which the Board 

recommended they submit a smaller sign for approval.  

Mr. Tanner said that he does not see a reason for such a large sign on the west elevation. Ms. 

Haluch said the original 80 sq. ft. sign that was informally proposed was deemed too large by the 

Board. However, the 55 sq. ft. sign is more proportional with the building’s façade.  

Mr. Hammer said he agrees with Mr. Tanner regarding the proposed sign being too large. People 

driving on the road will be able to identify the business by the monument sign at the street level 

driveway entrance. He said he does not have a problem with the second Sign B on the south 

elevation.  

Mr. Reilly said he also agrees with his fellow Board members. The sign as currently proposed is 

too big. People trying to locate the business will not be using that sign for identification from the 

street level.  

He said the second sign on the south elevation is reasonable. However, he thought the sign is not 

symmetric and is sitting uncomfortably over the windows. He wondered if it would look better 

centered over the windows on the brick pier. 

Mr. Dermody said he also agrees, 55 sq. ft. is too big for the purpose of the sign. Customers seeking 

the business will see the monument sign before they see the other sign.  

Mr. Dermody said the south elevation sign was fine as proposed.  

The Chair noted that the Board had asked the applicant in a previous informal meeting to show the 

Board a sign that met the size limit of the By-Law.  The Board agreed that that sign was more 

appropriate. 

Motion to approve Sign “A” with the condition the size be limited to 30.36 Sq Ft, as shown in the 

alternate proposal, and that the sign is halo illuminated, by Mr. Dermody.  

Motion was seconded by Mr. Reilly.  

 

 

 

 

Motion to 

approve Sign “B” with the condition it is to be centered on the brick pier between the glass entry 

doors by Mr. Hammer. 

Name   Aye   Nay    

Mark Gluesing   Aye   

Bob Dermody Aye 

Nelson Hammer    Aye 

Chad Reilly Aye  

Steve Tanner Aye   



 

 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Reilly.  

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 2: 

Public notice is hereby given that Century Bank to be located at 1433 Highland Avenue, 

has made application to the Design Review Board for three Special Permits pursuant to the 

Sign ByLaw Section 5.3.4. First Special Permit (2nd Wall sign exceeding 32 Sq. Ft.) and 

Section 5.5.3.2(b), Second Special Permit (Allowing additional Blade sign) section 5.4.2.2 

(d), and Third Special Permit (Allowing installation of signs on two pre-existing 

freestanding signs) section 5.5.3.1. and any other applicable sections of the By-law.  -Evans 

Huber, Attorney 

Mr. Chair wanted to clarify to the applicants that by right they can have one sign. The way that 

the applicant worded their application they are choosing the sign facing the parking lot as their 

by right sign. 

The Applicant said both signs are important to them, but they will keep the parking lot facing 

sign as their main by right sign as it is the one located at their entrance.   

Mr. Chair asked the Board if they have any objections to the small one square foot signs on the 

panels by the window where the live teller will be, they would generally be by-right signs, and 

will the Board be comfortable passing those as is. The Board did not object. Mr. Chair also said 

he has no issue with the existing monument parking entrance signs as the replacement panels are 

under two square feet.  

Mr. Reilly said the east façade sign would be visible for traffic from either direction on Highland 

Ave. He added that two signs of that scale on a building that is on the smaller side seemed heavy 

handed. Usually the Board prefers signs of the same size if there are two on either side of a 

building. However, in this case the sign over the doorway might suffice. His concern is the signs 

are too big for the relatively small frontage.  

Mr. Chair asked Mr. Darlow what the height of the letter “C” in the proposed Century Bank sign 

is. He said it is about 18 inches.  

Mr. Chair said that compared to the Citizens Bank sign on Chapel Street which was limited to 15 

inches it is highly visible. He suggested a similar size limitation for this application. He is also 

not convinced of the need for two signs on the building  

Mr. Tanner said he was under the impression that a secondary sign must be smaller than the 

primary sign. But he does concur with Mr. Reilly regarding symmetrical signage. He suggested 

perhaps limiting the sign to 15 inches and having the sign be back-lit.  

Name   Aye   Nay    

Mark Gluesing   Aye   

Bob Dermody Aye 

Nelson Hammer    Aye 

Chad Reilly Aye  

Steve Tanner Aye   



 

 

Mr. Hammer said he agrees with Mr. Tanner.  

Mr. Dermody said if there were to be two signs of equal size, they should be smaller. At this 

scale they are too big to be the same size. He complimented the design of the signage. He would 

argue for a smaller sign on each façade or a much smaller secondary sign.  

Motion to approve the north elevation sign with the letter “C” scaled to 15 inches, the rest of the 

letters to be scaled proportionally, and for the sign to be backlit by Mr. Dermody. 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Tanner. 

 

 

 

 

Motion to approve special permit signage, street signs & the signs on the glass panels as 

submitted, the east elevation Highland Avenue sign be approved with the condition the letter “C” 

scaled to 15 inches, the rest of the letters to be scaled proportionally, and for the sign to be 

backlit by Mr. Dermody. 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Tanner. 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 3: (Façade Work) 

Century Bank located at 1433 Highland Avenue applying for façade work. – Evans Huber 

Mr. Huber gave a brief description of what Century Bank is proposing. They are taking over the 

space previously occupied by the (Self Serve) Laundromat next to Anton’s. Mr. Darlow the 

architect for the project, presented the new design.  

They are removing the existing sloped wood awning.  They will use the existing structure to 

support a new design.  The new awning will be flat with a metal fascia and soffit on the entrance 

wall.  On the Highland Avenue side of the building the awning will be a framework sunscreen, 

not a solid covering.  

They are replacing all the store-front, filling in about 10 to 15% of the total glass area. There is 

an existing worn-out brick veneer curb below the storefront that they are taking off and covering 

Name   Aye   Nay    

Mark Gluesing   Aye   

Bob Dermody Aye 

Nelson Hammer    Aye 

Chad Reilly Aye  

Steve Tanner Aye   

Name   Aye   Nay    

Mark Gluesing   Aye   

Bob Dermody Aye 

Nelson Hammer    Aye 

Chad Reilly Aye  

Steve Tanner Aye   



 

 

that over with black porcelain tile. At the walk-up window there will be 2 glass wind break 

panels.  

Mr. Reilly asked how the existing canopy remaining at the dry cleaners is going to be terminated 

where it meets the proposed façade for Century Bank. Mr. Darlow said the proposed project will 

only take off the sloped awning on their portion. They will fill the side of the existing awning 

with a panel finished to match the existing awning.  

Mr. Chair asked Mr. Darlow to confirm they are installing the new canopy on an existing 

framing structure. Yes, there is an existing canopy structure that was buried inside of what you 

see as the sloped awning.  How will it drain? It is a runoff/drip drainage, no gutter.  

Mr. Reilly asked about the parking bollards in the parking lot. There is a bollard on the end of 

each designated parking area. There is no bollard at the end near the cross hatched-in parking 

spot on the map. Mr. Darlow said that is supposed to be left vacant because it is the 

ADA/Handicapped access.  

Mr. Dermody asked about how the canopy will be lit. The lights will be recessed under the 

canopy at the bank entrance, and a light over the window at the walk-up teller zone. 

Motion to approve façade changes as submitted by Mr. Dermody. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Reilly.  

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 4: (Signage) 

(No one attended the meeting to present this application) 

Agenda Item 5: (Signage & Façade Work)  

Dasco Signs representing The Needham General Store Located at 399 Great Plain Avenue 

applying for signage and façade work. - Mary Stanton 

Ms. Megan Pesce, owner of the Needham General Store gave a quick overview to the Board 

regarding the proposed façade work. The proposal is to paint the building white with a grey trim. 

They also want to extend the awning to fill the whole area of the building where the entrance 

door is located and change the color of the awning from orange to a black & white stripe.  

Mr. Tanner said he likes the proposed changes to the façade. He also wanted to point out that the 

fabric of the awning is not a stark white, and they should see a sample of the fabric before 

selecting the paint colors for the building. Ms. Pesce said she has a sample of the fabric already.  

Name   Aye   Nay    

Mark Gluesing   Aye   

Bob Dermody Aye 

Nelson Hammer    Aye 

Chad Reilly Aye  

Steve Tanner Aye   



 

 

Mr. Reilly asked if the white to be used to paint the building is a stark white or a silvery white. 

Ms. Pesce said it is a soft mascarpone white with a hint of grey, that will work well with the grey 

trim.  

Mr. Dermody asked if there will be lights above the sign. The sign will be externally illuminated 

from above, the lights are existing.  He also asked if the white background of the sign will be the 

same color as the building. Ms. Stanton said she can match the white of the sign to the building.  

Motion to approve façade changes as submitted by Mr. Hammer.  

Motion was seconded by Mr. Tanner. 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Stanton gave a small overview of the plan for the proposed sign. The old sign will be taken 

down, the old sign measures in at 42 by 76. They are putting up a sign of the same size.  

She said she was open to recommendations from the Board regarding the overall look of the 

sign, as the design was provided by the owner of the store. 

Mr. Chair asked Ms. Stanton what the height of the proposed Dunkin’ letters is, and the General 

Store panel piece. Ms. Stanton said it is 9 inches for Dunkin’.  The remaining signage area is 

about 24 inches. 

Mr. Dermody said he likes the design. However, it is dominated by the Dunkin’ logo. He would 

propose the Dunkin’ logo be reduced in size, and the General Store panel made bigger.  

Mr. Tanner said he agreed with Mr. Dermody. Dunkin’ does not look optically centered. If they 

are to make the General Store panel larger, they should think about relocating the “established 

2020” portion of the logo.  

Mr. Hammer said he agrees that the Dunkin’ logo should be smaller. He did not agree that the 

General Store panel should be enlarged. There would not be enough negative space.  

Mr. Reilly said the Dunkin’ logo should be shrunk. The Dunkin’ logo is very iconic, and so 

many Town residents know that there is a Dunkin’ at this location. Perhaps getting rid of the 

“established 2020” will help create more spacing for everything else. He proposed shrinking the 

Dunkin’ logo and trying out a thicker stroke size for the font of the “Needham General Store” 

portion.  

Motion to approve the signage with the condition to increase the Needham General Store portion 

of the sign by approximately 10%, and relocate or remove the “est. 2020” moved by Mr. 

Dermody. 

Name   Aye   Nay    

Mark Gluesing   Aye   

Bob Dermody Aye 

Nelson Hammer    Aye 

Chad Reilly Aye  

Steve Tanner Aye   



 

 

Motion seconded by Mr. Tanner. 

 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

Motion to approve the minutes of October 19th made by Mr. Dermody.  

Motion was seconded by Mr. Hammer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

Motion to adjourn the Design Review Board meeting by Mr. Dermody. 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Tanner. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:03 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Meetings 

November 16, 2020  Via Zoom  

December 7, 2020  Via Zoom  

December 21, 2020  Via Zoom  

 

  

 

Name   Aye   Nay    

Mark Gluesing   Aye   

Bob Dermody Aye 

Nelson Hammer    Aye 

Chad Reilly Aye  

Steve Tanner Aye   

Name   Aye   Nay    

Mark Gluesing   Aye   

Bob Dermody Aye 

Nelson Hammer    Aye 

Chad Reilly Abstain 

Steve Tanner Aye   

Name   Aye   Nay    

Mark Gluesing   Aye   

Bob Dermody Aye 

Nelson Hammer    Aye 

Chad Reilly Aye  

Steve Tanner Aye   
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