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 NEEDHAM BOARD OF HEALTH

May 8, 2015
MINUTES

PRESENT:


Jane Fogg, M.D., Chair, Stephen Epstein, M.D. Vice-Chair, Edward V. Cosgrove, Ph.D. 

STAFF:



Timothy McDonald, Donna Carmichael, Tara Gurge, Maryanne Dinell, Alison Paquette, Carol Read

CONVENE:


7:00 a.m. – Public Services Administration Building (PSAB), 500 Dedham Avenue, Needham MA 02492

DISCUSSION:

I.

Call To Order – 7:10 a.m. – Dr. Fogg
II.

Approve Minutes:

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the BOH meeting of April 10, 2015 were approved as submitted. The motion carried. Unanimous vote.

III.
Board Re-Organization
Dr. Fogg inquired as to whether the Board of Health wished to re-organize now or at the end of the meeting. Dr. Cosgrove suggested that the end would be better.

IV.
Director’s Report – Timothy McDonald


Mr. McDonald presented a brief update on recent administrative activities including the submission of a MA Department of Public Health (MDPH) mini-grant to fund the purchase of a replacement Sharps Disposal Kiosk at the Town’s Recyclying and Transfer Station. Mr. McDonald briefly noted that the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) had chosen Needham as one of four locations nation-wide in which to sponsor a community forum on the opioid epidemic. That forum will take place on Thursday June 11th and will be keynoted by Dr. John Kelly, an addiction recovery specialist from Massachusetts General Hospital. 



Mr. McDonald also highlighted a meeting he had with management at Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital-Needham at which the hospital re-affirmed its commitment to support Project INTERFACE, the mental health referral line available to Needham residents and community members. This parallels a similar commitment from the Kyle W. Shapiro Foundation that was secured by Tom Denton, the Director of Guidance in the Needham Public Schools. BID-Needham and the Shapiro Foundation had previously supported INTERFACE services for Needham in joint five-year commitments that began in 2010. 

V.

Staff Reports

· Environmental Health Agents Report - Tara Gurge
The Environment Health Report included an update on the Animal Permit Plan Reviews, the permitting for the Needham Farmer’s Market and Ms. Gurge’s work on those permits will be supported by Rachel Massar, an MPH-student at the Boston University School of Public Health who will volunteer as an intern for the Public Health Department beginning in May. 

The Final Inspection for the Trip Advisor world headquarters is scheduled for the end of June. Ms. Gurge has coordinated closely with the Community Sanitation program of the MA Department of Public Health on tightened safety standards for swimming pools.

Ms. Gurge updated the Board of Health on the Trash Hauler inspections, which were completed over the spring months. A number of drivers commented that Needham had a simple and quick inspection process that was comparatively painless for all involved.

· Traveling Meals Coordinator Report - Maryanne Dinell
Ms. Dinell presented an update on meal deliveries.

Ms. Dinell reported that the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on April 28th  at the Needham Public Library was a great success, with full attendance that made the volunteers feel appreciated. 
Ms. Dinell also indicated that she would soon be working with the Town’s Human Resources Department to post job openings for the full-time summer workers for Traveling Meals.  
· Substance Abuse Prevention Coordinator – Carol Read
Ms. Read spoke about the 2015 Needham Parent Survey, which serves as a valuable source of data for the department in its substance abuse prevention activities. The goal for this year’s survey is to receive 750 valid responses. 

The 2015 Needham Parent Survey is a companion to the 2014 MetroWest Adolescent Health Survey. Regional data has been released but at this time the Needham-specific data is not yet available. MetroWest anticipates that the town-specific data will be released at the end of May or the beginning of June. 

Ms. Read and the Needham Coalition for Youth Substance Abuse Prevention has held discussions with the Needham Public Schools about efforts to develop a more robust substance abuse prevention curricular component into Health Classes. That effort is ongoing, as is the Public Health Department’s cooperative work with the Needham Council on Aging and the Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital-Needham on a community speakers series with a senior focus. 

· Public Health Nurses Report – Donna Carmichael and Alison Paquette




Ms. Carmichael presented a brief report on communicable diseases and animal bites as well as an udpate on assistance programs, with a focus upon utility shut-offs and the town’s Gift of Warmth account.   

Ms. Carmichael and ms. Paquette also reported working diligently on camp permitting; Needham will have a pair of new camps operating in town this summer, bringing the town-wide total to 10 camps. The biggest challenge with camp permitting is paperwork, background checks, and certifications. 
VI. 
 Brief Items of Interest
· Updates re: Mosquito Control District Aerial Application, Lyme Disease and State Resources, MWRQA Water Fluoridation Change, Funding Application for MetroWest Health Foundation Grant 

Mr. McDonald provided an update on concerns raised by the Town’s Director of Conservation about the Norfolk County Mosquito Control District’s aerial application of larvacide in Needham. The Board of Health indicated a willingness to have additional discussion with Mr. Varrell or the Conservation Commission next spring in advance of aerial application/spraying. 

Mr. McDonald provided a brief update on a revised recommendation from the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the US Public Health Service regarading a modest reduction in the water fluoridation levels applied to public drinking water supplies. The Massachusetts Water Resources Authority and local water authorities in Massachusetts will move to implement those recommendations. 

Lastly, Mr. McDonald provided a brief update on the status of a grant application to the MetroWest Health Foundation that would fund the development a Needham-specific database system to track user trainings and certificates. The MetroWest Health Foundation has indicated that it anticipates making awards by the end of May. 

VII.
Food Inspections and Permitting Fees
Ms. Gurge led a discussion of the Public Health Department’s inspection and permitting fees. This discussion was prompted, in part, by the increase in size and complexity of food service permits for large institutional applicants like North Hill, Olin College, and Trip Advisor. Two documents helped inform this discussion – a complete list of permits and fees charged by the Needham Public Health Department and a sample of a dozen fees categories and how Needham’s fees compared in those categories with the towns of Dedham, Norwood, Weston, Westwood, and Wellesley.
On the immediate question of inspection fees for large institutional applicants, Dr. Cosgrove proposed a motion to add an additional tier to the Food Service permits, with one tier covering establishments with 150 to 250 seats and a new tier covering those establishments with more than 250 seats. The motion carried. Unanimous vote.
After discussion, the Board of Health asked for additional information to be included in the Board of Health packet for the month of June and to have a continued discussion of Needham’s permit and fee levels in comparison to its neighboring communities and in light of the costs of the services provided and the revenue generated by that fee schedule.
V. Bodyworks Regulations
Ms. Gurge and Mr. McDonald led the Board in a discussion of the proposed Bodyworks regulations, and additional information gathered by Ms. Gurge and Ms. Clark following discussions with Shawn Croke from the MA Department of Public Health. Mr. Croke recommended adopting certification and licensing requirements and a continuing education requirement for license renewals. 
The Board of Health favored revisions to the draft regulation to remove a restriction on hours of operation, preferring to leave such determinations up to the Planning Board. The Board of Health also clarified that it prefers to have the Public Health Director and his staff focus on public health matters and to not delve deeply into the law enforcement sphere. The Board was particularly concerned about the Town administration and the Police Department developing a checklist or a set of criteria against which applicants CORI checks would be applied. The Board of Health also articulated its strong belief that any inspections of Bodyworks establishments should be conducted jointly by the Public Health Department and the Police Department (with state participation, if possible), as a matter of both policy and of employee safety.

The Board agreed the next Board of Health meeting will be on June 12, 2015.

Upon motion duly made and seconded the Board would re-organized with Dr. Stephen Epstein assuming the role of Board Chair, Dr. Edward Cosgrove assuming the role of Vice Chair, and Dr. Jane Fogg assuming the role of member. The motion carried. Unanimous vote.

Adjournment 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, that the May 8, 2015 BOH meeting adjourn at 9:00 a.m. The motion carried. Unanimous vote.

