
  SELECT BOARD 
March 10, 2020 

Needham Town Hall 
 Revised Agenda 

 

 6:15 Executive Session Exception 3 Collective Bargaining 

 6:45 Informal Meeting with Citizens 

One or more members of the Select Board will be available between 

6:45 and 7:00 p.m. for informal discussion with citizens.  While not 

required, citizens are encouraged to call the Select Board’s Office at 

(781) 455-7500 extension 204 in advance to arrange for an 

appointment.  This enables the Board to better assure opportunities for 

participation and respond to citizen concerns. 

 1. 7:00  Proclamation Needham Community Council 

2. 7:00 COVID-19 Public Health Update 

• Timothy McDonald, Director of Health & Human Services 

3. 7:10 Solarize Needham Update 

• Paul Dellaripa, Solarize Needham 

4. 7:20 Cable License Renewal Process 

• Sandy Cincotta, Support Services Manager 

5. 7:25 Property Tax Assistance Program 

Property Tax Assistance Committee & Taxation Aid Committee: 

• Elizabeth Handler, Chair 

• Committee Members- Paul Dawson, Jill Kahn, Helen Newton, 

Evelyn Poness, Rick Zimbone 

6.  7:40 Town Manager 

• Minuteman School Update 

• Annual Town Meeting Warrant 

• Highway Commercial 1 Work Plan & Schedule 

7. 8:00 Board Discussion 

• Committee Reports 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
   

 

CONSENT AGENDA       *=Backup attached 
1. Approve a date change for the Jog Your memory 5K event to be held on September 

13, 2020 instead of the originally approved date of September 20, 2020. 

2.* Approve open session minutes of December 13, 2019 and February 25, 2020. 

3. Accept the following donations made to the Needham Community Revitalization 

Trust Fund:  $1000 from New Year’s Needham Inc and $10 anonymous cash 

donation. 

4.* Approve a Road Event form from Melissa Lassonde of Needham Baseball and 



Softball, to hold its opening day parade in Needham on May 3, 2020 from 7:30 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m.  The route of the parade was approved by the following departments: 

DPW, Police, Fire, and Park and Recreation. 

5.* Approve a One Day Special Wines & Malt Beverages License for Richard Lunetta, of 

the Needham Exchange Club, to host its Biannual Business Meeting on April 16, 2020 

from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The event will be held in the Memorial Park Field House, 

92 Rosemary Street, Needham. 

6.* Approve a One Day Special Wines & Malt Beverages License for Sandra Robinson, 

of the Needham Community Council to host its Needham Community Council 90th 

Open House event on Tuesday, March 31, 2020 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  The 

event will be held at the Needham History Center & Museum, 1147 Central Avenue, 

Needham, MA. 

7. Accept a $34.22 donation made to the Needham Health Division’s Substance 

Prevention Alliance of Needham (SPAN) from the Farm Grill & Rotisserie in 

Newton, MA.   

8. Accept the following donations made to Needham Youth & Family Services to be 

used towards future Youth & Family Services programs: $25 from the Hulbert family; 

and $25 from the Maffeo family.  

9. Accept a $50 donation made to Needham Youth & Family Services towards the 

Wearing Confidence: Girls Group program from the Fisch family.   

10. Accept a $850 donation made to Needham Youth & Family Services from the 

Needham Community Council.  The money is to be used towards supplies for the 

Project VAN: Volunteers Around Needham program. 

11.* Approve a One Day All Alcoholic Beverages License for Julie Richmond of the 

Charles River YMCA, to host its YMCA Giving Gala on March 21, 2020 from 6:30 

p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  The event will be held in Powers Hall at Needham Town Hall, 

1471 Highland Avenue, Needham.   

12.* Water & Sewer Abatement Order #1288. 

13.* Accept $15,200 gift from Children’s Hospital for the purpose of funding a Parking 

and Trip Generation Evaluation for Children’s Hospital, Founder’s Park.  

14. Grant permission for the following residents to hold block parties: 

Name Address Party Location 
Party 

Date 

Party 

Rain 

Date 

Party 

Time 

Celia Carboni 42 Greenwood Ave. Greenwood Ave. 7/18/20 7/19/20 3pm-11pm 

 



PROCLAMATION 
 
WHEREAS: On March 6, 1930, 19 Needham neighbors came together at the 

MacGregor Instrument Company to create an agency to support 
residents during the difficult days of the Depression. The group who 
assembled unanimously approved the name “Needham Community 
Council” for this new venture; and  

 
WHEREAS: Membership was comprised of one (1) representative from each 

organization in town devoted to social welfare with a stated purpose of 
creating a “focus for community spirit” to cement all organizations in the 
town in like work.  Staffed by volunteers and serving a Needham 
community of 11,000 residents, the first elected president of the Board of 
Directors was Reverend Harry Kimble of the Congregational Church; 
and 

 
WHEREAS: The first programs supported by the Council included a Red Cross 

Welfare Bureau and the creation of a Labor Exchange in Needham. An 
early need to address hunger in town was met by the distribution of 110 
Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets to Needham residents and the 
creation of the Council Food Pantry; and  

 
WHEREAS: The Needham Community Council programs have always been and 

continue to be free to residents.  The Council mission continues to meet 
the needs of Needham residents through ongoing programs: Food 
Pantry, Transportation Program, English as a Second Language tutoring 
program, Child Assault Prevention (CAP program) and many others; and 

 
WHEREAS: The Council continues to fund all programs with volunteers, private 

fundraising and thrift shop sales, using no tax dollars.  The Council also 
partners with many different Town agencies to provide services to 
residents. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Needham Select Board 
hereby congratulates the Needham Community Council for its 90 years of service to the 
residents of the Town of Needham. 
 
 

Signed this 10th day of March 2020 
 

     ______________________________            ______________________________ 

     John A. Bulian, Chair     Maurice P. Handel, Vice Chair 
 

     ______________________________            ______________________________ 

     Matthew D. Borrelli, Clerk                Marianne B. Cooley  

 

______________________________ 
Daniel P. Matthews 



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  03/10/2020 

 
 

Agenda Item  COVID -19 Public Health Update 
 

Presenter(s)  Tiffany Zike, Rebecca Ping, & Tim McDonald 
 

 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
Public Health will provide an update to the Board regarding COVID-19, 
including current guidance and discussion about the Town response plan.                                         
  
 

 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

  

 

None 

 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  

  

 
a)  Printout of PowerPoint Presentation 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 





COVID-19

What is it & What we know:

• Information could change from 
day to day

• Respiratory Illness

• Spread by droplets

• Person to person spread

• Unknown contact transmission

• Low number of cases in children

• Elderly at greatest risk

• Incubation 2-14 days

• 221 cases (99 cases, 122 
repatriated)
• 10 death

• 719 quarantined cases in MA to 
date



Latest Guidance

MDPH/CDC

• Recommended 14-day 
quarantine for anyone returning 
from:
• Italy
• South Korea
• Japan
• China
• Iran

• Public Health procedure after 
notification of quarantine

• LBOH will not be receiving travel 
info unless from China

• State Epi to approve testing

• Commercial testing available 3/6

• CDC start testing as many people 
as possible with priority to those 
with severe and hospitalized 
symptoms
• MDPH current test only 

those: hospitalized, from China, 
contact with (+) case





Public Health & Schools
Response & Coordination

• Daily updates with Director of 
Health Services
• Disseminating info to partner 

schools

• Communication with 
Superintendent

• Case by Case discussion with 
private schools and daycares

• Education about disease 
prevention &infection control 
procedures

• Looking at cleaning procedures 
and updating SOPs



SOP for School Disinfection

• Day – increase use of disinfectant products with emphasis on door 
handles, railings, and other high touch surfaces in common areas and 
bathrooms.

• Night – increase use of disinfectant products with an emphasis on the 
same high touch areas plus classrooms.

• Will continue to seek the guidance of the Public Health Department



Public Health and Emergency Management

Prepare, Communicate, Respond

• CoVid-19 Emergency Response Plan
• Incident Command Established

• Internal Communications
• Established Emergency Management Group and communication procedures
• Emergency Management Response Planning Meetings

• External Communications
• Consistent and efficient messaging
• Focused messaging



Anticipated Needs and Actions

• Alert Line

• Diversion of phone calls to email

• MRC activation

• Preparing for disruption of services
• Updated CoOP plan







Why do what we are doing? 



Why Solarize Needham Plus?

• Solar PV
• Clean electricity at home

• A cleaner grid – export unused electricity

• Air Source Heat Pumps
• Reduce use of fossil fuels for heating & cooling

• Large number of oil heat homes in Needham 
(~4,000)

• Drive Green
• Replace gasoline with clean electric vehicles 



Setting the stage – targets and goals

• 2014 Solarize program – 100 installations
• Comparable communities doing 2nd program – 1/3 of first 

round

• 2020 - 450 homes have solar PV
• Looking at those homes, total potential perhaps another 450

• Stretch Goal – 100 PV systems in 6 month 

program
• Identify 300 qualified and interested homeowners

• Get 1/3 to install (based on successful programs)



Solarize Plus Needham Team



Marketing and Outreach Efforts 

Events

― Meet the Installer,house parties, Harvest  Fair, Green Energy House Tours, 

Businesses (Volante Farms & Vino de Vino), Houses of Worship ( Temple Beth Shalom, 

Christ Episcopal Church)

Solar Ambassadors

― Personal Outreach, Door Tagging

Community Visibility

― Water bill insert, lawn signs, community signs, meter wrap, RTS, newspapers, 

Needham Channel, town-wide mailer 

Direct Outreach to Community Organizations

― PTCs, Houses of Worship, NHS Environmental Club, others

Internet & Social Media
• Green Needham & partner web sites, Facebook, Facebook advertising, Twitter



Where are we so far?

As of 3-3-20 – Solar PV

• 128 contacts

• 81  site visits

• 75 feasible sites

• 51 reviewed proposals

• 34 moving forward 

• 14 awaiting decision



Challenges to meeting our goals 

• Relatively short campaign 

• Began late fall - just prior to holiday/winter 

season

• Awareness – homeowners have to hear about 

the program and that their homes are suitable 

for solar

• Engagement – making contact with qualified 

homeowners and motivating them to take action

• Additional challenges for heat pump program 



Path to end of campaign

Our Solarize Plus program ends April 30th

Our aim is to motivate 150 additional 

homeowners whose homes are well-suited 

for Solar PV to request a proposal 

by

Engaging them via friends & neighbors who 

have solar and via “influencers”



Looking to the future 

• Significantly accelerating Needham’s transition to renewable 
energy and reduction in GHG emissions is not a single event 
but an ongoing process.

• Programs like this create a virtuous cycle – citizen and 
municipal actions reinforce each other

• We need to work on a larger scale across the community –
solar on Town buildings, net zero construction and 
consideration  of  other  pro-active efforts to facilitate greater 
use of renewable energy

• Promoting the new community norms that will drive change 
requires:
• Improved targeted messaging 
• Greater support from early adopters of renewable energy
• Increased engagement by Town leadership



Questions? 

For the Solarize Plus Needham team:

• Paul Dellaripa, pfdellaripa@gmail.com

• Michael Greis, mgreis@comcast.net

• Donna Vello, donna.vello@gmail.com

More information at greenneedham.org/solarizeplus

mailto:pfdellaripa@gmail.com
mailto:mgreis@comcast.net
mailto:donna.vello@gmail.com
https://www.greenneedham.org/blog/solarizeplus/










































































 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

MEETING DATE: 3/10/2020 
 
 

Agenda Item Annual Town Meeting Warrant 
 

Presenter(s) David Davison, Assistant Town Manager/Finance 
Director 
 

 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
The Assistant Town Manager will update the Board on changes to the Annual 
Town Meeting Warrant.     
 

 

 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

 
Discussion Only.  
 
 
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

a.  2020 Annual Town Meeting Warrant draft 3.6.2020 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
 

 
  

2020 ANNUAL TOWN 

MEETING WARRANT 
Election:  Tuesday, April 14, 2020 

Business meeting:  Monday, May 4, 2020 

7:30 P.M. 

 

JAMES HUGH POWERS HALL, NEEDHAM TOWN HALL 

1471 HIGHLAND AVENUE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional information on particular warrant articles will be made available  
from time to time at www.needhamma.gov/townmeeting during the weeks  

leading up to Annual Town Meeting. 

http://www.needhamma.gov/townmeeting
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WARRANT FOR THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2020 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Norfolk, ss. 

 

To either of the constables in the Town of Needham in said County.  Greetings: 

 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required to notify and warn the 

Inhabitants of the Town of Needham qualified to vote in elections and in Town Affairs to meet in their 

respective voting places in said Town namely: 

 

Precinct A - The Center at the Heights  

 Precinct B - The Center at the Heights  

 Precinct C - Newman School - Gymnasium 

 Precinct D - Newman School - Gymnasium 

 Precinct E - Public Services Administration Building 

 Precinct F - Rosemary Recreation Complex  

 Precinct G - Rosemary Recreation Complex 

Precinct H - Public Services Administration Building 

 Precinct I - Town Hall 

 Precinct J - Town Hall 

 

on TUESDAY, THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF APRIL 2020 

 

from seven o’clock in the forenoon until eight o'clock in the afternoon, then and there to act upon the 

following articles, viz: 

 

ARTICLE 1:   ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION 

 

To choose by ballot the following Town Officers: 

 

and you are also required to notify the qualified Town Meeting Members of the Town of Needham to meet 

in the Needham Town Hall on Monday May 4, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in the afternoon, then and there to act 

upon the following articles: 

 

 

Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting 

 

Monday, May 4, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. at Needham Town Hall 

 

ARTICLE  2:    COMMITTEE AND OFFICER REPORTS 

 
To hear and act on the reports of Town Officers and Committees. 

 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
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HUMAN RESOURCE ARTICLES 
 

ARTICLE  3:        ESTABLISH ELECTED OFFICIALS’ SALARIES 

 

To see if the Town will vote to fix the compensation of the following elected officers of the Town as of 

July 1, 2020, as required by Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, Section 108: 

 

Town Clerk 
 

Town Clerk with 6 years of service in that position $ (1) 

Select Board, Chair $1,800 

Select Board, Others $1,500 

 

(1)  In addition, such compensation shall also include payment of longevity in the amount of $XXX, 

the accumulation of 15 days of non-occupational sick leave per fiscal year, and payment for 25% 

of unused sick leave at the time of retirement from Town Service in accordance with M.G.L. c. 32 

or sooner, in an amount not to exceed $XX.  The annual salary of $XX includes compensation for 

five weeks of vacation leave, any unused portion of which will be paid at the time of separation 

from Town service in an amount not to exceed $XX.  No later than the time of separation from 

Town service, the Town Clerk shall also be paid for seven (7) weeks of accrued, unused vacation 

time in an amount not to exceed $XX; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:   Personnel Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

PERSONNEL BOARD RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:     In accordance with Massachusetts General Law Chapter 41, Section 108, the Town 

must annually vote to set the salary and compensation for any elected Town officials who receive 

compensation.  The Town Clerk salary has been separated into two categories, newly elected Town Clerk, 

and Town Clerk with at least six years of service.  This is done because Town elections are held in April 

and Town Meeting would not have a chance to vote on the salary of a newly elected Clerk until after the 

incumbent had been receiving a higher rate of pay for several months.  It has been the practice of the 

Personnel Board to provide the Town Clerk, the only full-time elected official, with benefits close to that of 

other full-time employees.  Payment for longevity, as well as buy-back of sick leave and vacation no later 

than the time of separation from Town service, is included in the recommended salary and compensation 

article.  This article also includes provision for a one-time distribution of accumulated and unused vacation 

leave as of June 30, 2000; such payment to be made no later than the time of separation from Town service. 

 

The annual stipends for the members of the Select Board have remained unchanged since 1977.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE  4:    FUND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT – NEEDHAM POLICE 

UNION 

 

To see if the Town will vote to fund the cost of items contained in a collective bargaining agreement 

between the Town and the Needham Police Union by authorizing the Town Manager to transfer a sum 

necessary to fund the cost items contained in the agreement from the Classification, Performance and 

Settlements line to the appropriate lines in the Operating Budget for fiscal year 2020; or take any other 

action relative thereto.  
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INSERTED BY:   Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

PERSONNEL BOARD RECOMMENDS THAT:     

 

Article Information:       At the time of the printing of the warrant, the parties had not reached agreement 

on this contract.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE  5:    FUND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT – NEEDHAM POLICE 

SUPERIOR OFFICERS ASSOCIATION  

 

To see if the Town will vote to fund the cost of items contained in a collective bargaining agreement 

between the Town and the Needham Police Superior Officers Association by authorizing the Town 

Manager to transfer a sum necessary to fund the cost items contained in the agreement from the 

Classification, Performance and Settlements line to the appropriate lines in the Operating Budget for fiscal 

year 2020; or take any other action relative thereto.  

 

INSERTED BY:   Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

PERSONNEL BOARD RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:     At the time of the printing of the warrant, the parties had not reached agreement 

on this contract.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE  6:    FUND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT – NEEDHAM FIRE 

UNION   

 

To see if the Town will vote to fund the cost of items contained in a collective bargaining agreement 

between the Town and the Needham Fire Union by authorizing the Town Manager to transfer a sum 

necessary to fund the cost items contained in the agreement from the Classification, Performance and 

Settlements line to the appropriate lines in the Operating Budget for fiscal year 2020; or take any other 

action relative thereto.  

 

INSERTED BY:   Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

PERSONNEL BOARD RECOMMENDS THAT:     

 

Article Information:     At the time of the printing of the warrant, the parties had not reached agreement 

on this contract.  

 

 

FINANCE ARTICLES 

 
 

ARTICLE  7:   APPROPRIATE FOR NEEDHAM PROPERTY TAX ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM 
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To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $25,000 for the purpose of 

funding the Needham Property Tax Assistance Program, to be spent under the direction of the Town 

Manager, and to meet this appropriation that said sum be transferred from Overlay Surplus; or take any 

other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:  The Property Tax Assistance Program provides assistance to elderly and disabled 

taxpayers in need.  This appropriation complements donations by private parties to the “Voluntary Tax 

Relief Program” authorized by statute.  The goal of the Select Board is to set a target annual appropriation 

for the Property Tax Assistance Program equal to the amount of private contributions to the voluntary 

program during the preceding fiscal year.  The voluntary fund received $11,006 in fiscal year 2019. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ARTICLE  8:   APPROPRIATE FOR COMPENSATED ABSENCES FUND 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $220,000 for the purpose 

of funding the Compensated Absences Fund, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and 

raised from the Tax Levy; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:  The purpose of this article is to fund the Town’s employee sick and vacation leave 

liability.  Upon retirement, certain employees are compensated for a portion of their unused sick leave.  All 

employees are entitled to payment of unused vacation leave upon termination of Town service.  The Town 

has been taking steps to reduce or eliminate sick leave buy-back programs for all classes of employees, 

although an unfunded liability remains. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ARTICLE 9: APPROPRIATE FOR TOWN-OWNED LAND SURVEYS 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $100,000 for a survey of 

Town-owned lands, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this appropriation 

that said sum be transferred from Free Cash; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:   Over the past 300 years, the Town has acquired land that has never been surveyed.  

In recent years, when the Town has begun the design process for construction on such parcels, survey data 

has been unavailable or incorrect, resulting in delays and added cost to projects. This funding will allow 

the Town to conduct land surveys, including title research, field work, analysis, installation of bounds or 

markers, drafting work, and recording of completed plans. This is a multi-year program in the amount of 

$100,000 per year.  Unless circumstances dictate otherwise, FY2021 funding is proposed for XX. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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ARTICLE 10: APPROPRIATE FOR PUBLIC FACILITIES MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $655,000 for the purpose 

of funding the Public Facilities Maintenance Program, said sum to be spent under the direction of the Town 

Manager, and raised from the Tax Levy; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   Article be Adopted 

 

Article Information:   This warrant article funds the annual maintenance of public buildings throughout 

the Town, including, but not limited to, asbestos abatement, duct cleaning, painting, and other repairs and 

necessary upgrades. Unless circumstances require otherwise, the FY2021 program will fund duct cleaning 

at the Broadmeadow and Pollard Schools, wood floor refinishing at the High School, Mitchell School, 

Broadmeadow School, Newman School and Town Hall, floor replacement at the Newman School, carpet 

replacement in the media center at the Broadmeadow School, and office reconfiguration at the High School.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 11: APPROPRIATE FOR BILLING AND COLLECTION SOFTWARE 

APPLICATION 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $1,000,000 for the purpose 

of funding the billing and collection software application, to be spent under the direction of the Town 

Manager, and to meet this appropriation that said sum be transferred from Free Cash; or take any other 

action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:    

 

Article Information:    

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 12: APPROPRIATE FOR PLANNING CONSULTING ASSISTANCE 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $60,000 for the purpose of 

funding planning consulting assistance, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and raised 

form the Tax Levy; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:    

 

Article Information:    

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 13: APPROPRIATE FOR PARKING STUDY 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $50,000 for the purpose of 

funding a parking study, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this appropriation 

that said sum be transferred from Free Cash; or take any other action relative thereto. 
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INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:    

 

Article Information:    

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 14: APPROPRIATE FOR PUBLIC HEALTH CONSULTING ASSISTANCE 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $50,000 for the purpose of 

funding public health scientific experts and consultants, to be spent under the direction of the Town 

Manager, and to meet this appropriation that said sum be transferred from Free Cash; or take any other 

action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:    

 

Article Information:    

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 15: APPROPRIATE FOR NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE 

ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT COMPLIANCE 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $195,000 for the purpose 

of funding expenses related to National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit 

compliance, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this appropriation that said 

sum be raised from the Tax Levy; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 
INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   Article be Adopted 

 

Article Information:    

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 16: APPROPRIATE THE FY2021 OPERATING BUDGET 

 

To see what sums of money the Town will vote to raise, appropriate, and/or transfer for the necessary Town 

expenses and charges, and further that the operating budget be partially funded by a transfer from Free Cash 

in the amount of $1,498,471, from Overlay Surplus in the amount of $475,000, from amounts Reserved for 

Debt Exclusion Offsets in the amount of $96,057, and $1,425,000 to be raised from CPA receipts; and 

further that the Town Manager is authorized to make transfers from line item 8 to the appropriate line items 

in order to fund the classification and compensation plan approved in accordance with the provisions of 

Section 20B(5) of the Town Charter, and to fund collective bargaining agreements approved by vote of 

Town Meeting; and further that the Town Manager is authorized to expend from line item 5 in order to 

meet expenses for post-employment health and life insurance benefits for eligible retirees from the fund 

established for that purpose; or take any other action relative thereto. 
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INSERTED BY:    Finance Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  Article be Adopted as shown on pages XX 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 17: APPROPRIATE THE FY2021 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND BUDGET 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the following sums of money to operate 

the Sewer Division of the Department of Public Works during fiscal year 2021, under the provisions of 

M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53F ½: 

 

 
 

and to meet this appropriation that $said sum be raised from Sewer Enterprise Fund receipts, and that 

$544,698 be raised from the Tax Levy and transferred to the Sewer Enterprise Fund; or take any other 

action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board & Finance Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:    Article be Adopted 

 

Article Information:    

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 18: APPROPRIATE THE FY2021 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND BUDGET 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the following sums of money to operate 

the Water Division of the Department of Public Works during fiscal year 2021, under the provisions of 

M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53F ½: 
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and to meet this appropriation that said sum be raised from Water Enterprise Fund receipts; or take any 

other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board & Finance Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:    Article be Adopted 

 

Article Information:  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 19:  SET THE ANNUAL DEPARTMENT REVOLVING FUND SPENDING 

LIMITS 

 

To see if the Town will vote to fix the maximum amount that may be spent during fiscal year 2021 beginning 

on July 1, 2020 for the revolving funds established in the Town’s General By-Laws for certain departments, 

boards, committees, agencies, or officers in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, 

Section 53E½, or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Revolving Fund 
Department, Board, Committee, Agency or 

Officer 

FY2020 

Spending Limit 

Home Composting  Department of Public Works $3,000 

Immunization 

Program 
Health and Human Services Department $25,000 

Memorial Park 

Activities 
Memorial Park Trustees $4,100 

Needham 

Transportation 
Health and Human Services Department $60,000 

Public Facility Use  Department of Public Works $250,000 

School Transportation  School Committee $819,000 

Water Enterprise

FY2021

Line # Description

Expended FTE Current Budget FTE Recommended FTE

301A Salary & Wages $1,258,141 17.0 $1,331,359 17.0 $1,360,541 17.0

301B Expenses $1,132,632 $1,209,762 $1,269,070

301C Capital Outlay $20,000 $15,000 $15,000

301D MWRA Assessment $856,049 $1,412,709 $1,126,226

301E Debt Service $1,384,917 $1,250,000 $1,250,000

302 Reserve Fund Transfers Only $75,000 $75,000

TOTAL $4,651,739 17.0 $5,293,830 17.0 $5,095,837 17.0

FY2021 Budget Percentage Change from FY2020 Budget -3.7%

Town Meeting Amendments
FY2019 FY2020 FY2021
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Revolving Fund 
Department, Board, Committee, Agency or 

Officer 

FY2020 

Spending Limit 

Traveling Meals  Health and Human Services Department $75,000 

Tree Replacement Department of Public Works $25,000 

Water Conservation  Department of Public Works $10,000 

Youth Services 

Programs 
Health and Human Services Department $25,000 

Aging Services 

Programs 
Health and Human Services Department $90,000 

 

 

INSERTED BY:   Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   Article be Adopted 

 

Article Information:     The purpose of this article is to set the annual spending limit for the various revolving 

funds that are established by Town By-Law in accordance with MGL Chapter 44 Section 53E1/2.  The law 

requires that the Town Meeting shall, on or before July 1 of each fiscal year, vote on the limit for each 

revolving fund established under this law the total amount that may be expended during the fiscal year.  

The law provides also that the limit on the amount that may be spent from a revolving fund may be increased 

with the approval of the Select Board and Finance Committee should the revolving activity exceed the 

spending limit, but only until the next Annual Town Meeting. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 20: APPROPRIATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT FEES 

 

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer a sum from the Commonwealth Transportation 

Infrastructure Fund for the purpose of transportation infrastructure improvements, said sum to be spent 

under the direction of the Town Manager; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:    

 

Article Information:   Chapter 187 of the Acts of 2016 established a Commonwealth Transportation 

Infrastructure Fund.  Each Transportation Network Company (such as Uber and Lyft) is assessed $0.20 

per ride to fund transportation improvements.  One-half of the amount received from the Fund is to be 

distributed proportionately to each city and town based on the number of rides that originated in that city 

or town.  The distributed funds must be used to address the impact of transportation network services on 

municipal roads, bridges and other transportation infrastructure or any other public purpose substantially 

related to the operation of transportation network services in the city or town. Funding for Transportation 

Improvements in FY2021 will be allocated to complete streets safety initiatives.     
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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ARTICLE 21: AUTHORIZATION TO EXPEND STATE FUNDS FOR PUBLIC WAYS 

 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town Manager to permanently construct, reconstruct, 

resurface, alter or make specific repairs upon all or portions of various Town ways and authorize the 

expenditure of funds received, provided or to be provided by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts through 

the Massachusetts Department of Transportation; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board  

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:    Article be Adopted 

 

Article Information:   The Town receives funding from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for road 

construction projects. Approval of Town Meeting is required for the Town to receive and expend the funds.    

The Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) will distribute Chapter 90 funding only after 

it has been authorized by the Legislature and the Governor.  The preliminary FY2021 Chapter 90 allocation 

for the Town is $X.  Unless circumstances require otherwise, the FY2021 Chapter 90 allocation will be 

directed to the design and construction of the second phase of the downtown design improvement project.  

 

 

ZONING / LAND USE ARTICLES 

 
 

ARTICLE 22: CITIZEN’S PETITION/AMEND ZONING BY-LAW – PEDIATRIC MEDICAL 

FACILITY IN NEW ENGLAND BUSINESS CENTER DISTRICT 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-Law as follows:  
 

1. In Section 1.3 Definitions, by adding the following after the existing definition of “Hospital, Community” 

and before the existing definition of “Hotel or Motel”:  

 

Hospital, Pediatric: A Hospital in which not less than three-quarters of its patients are Pediatric 

Patients as defined in 105 CMR 130.700 and which provides a broad range of ambulatory and 

inpatient services to children and young adults under the age of twenty-six (26). 

2. In Section 1.3 Definitions, by adding the following after the existing definition of “Medical Clinic”, and 

before the existing definition of “Medical Laboratory”: 

  

Medical Facility, Pediatric shall mean a facility with one or more of the following uses each 

primarily (not less than three-quarters) for children and young adults under the age of twenty-six 

(26), where, in each case, the uses are owned, operated or managed directly by a Pediatric Hospital 

or through a corporate affiliate controlled by a Pediatric Hospital (excluding any affiliate which is 

a hospital whose primary purpose is the provision of health care services to adults): (i) doctor’s 

offices, dentist’s offices, orthodontic services, psychiatric, psychological and other mental health 

services, imaging and laboratory services, sale, rental and repair of medical devices and equipment 

or other health care or health care services on an ambulatory or outpatient basis; (ii) professional, 

business or administrative office; (iii) a medical clinic or medical, surgical, psychiatric, dental, 

orthodontic, or psychologist group practices comprised of three or more such professionals; (iv) 

facility for the provision of testing, analytical, diagnostic, pharmaceutical or other health care 

support services, equipment or procedures; (v) Determination of Need Required Equipment or 

Determination of Need Required Services as each is defined in 105 CMR 100; (vi) cell generation, 

gene therapy, and infusion treatment; (vii) medical offices; (viii) diagnosis or medical, surgical, 
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restorative or other treatment that is rendered within said facility on an ambulatory or outpatient 

basis, including, without limitation, patient and retail pharmacy, physical, speech and occupational 

therapy, transitional care and rehabilitation respite, palliative care and behavioral medicine, 

specialty clinics, radiation oncology, alternative medicine treatment, mobile diagnostic services, 

meeting and conference facilities, stock rooms, laundries, staff and administrative office; (ix) 

accessory uses customarily conducted in coordination with any of the foregoing, including, without 

limitation, retail establishments, cafeteria, gift and coffee shops, indoor athletic exercise facility, 

and research laboratories. 

 

 

3. In Section 3.2.4 Uses in the New England Business Center District, by adding a new subsection (j) to 

subsection 3.2.4.2 Uses Permitted by Special Permit, to read as follows:  

 

 (j) Medical Facility, Pediatric 

 

4. In Section 5.1.2. Required Parking, by adding a new subsection (19), to read as follows:  

 

(19) Medical Facility, Pediatric One (1) parking space per 290 square feet of floor 

area 

 

5.  In Section 5.1.2. Required Parking, by renumbering existing subsection (19) “Mixed Uses” as  

subsection (20), and renumbering existing subsection (20) “Any use permitted by this Zoning By-Law” as 

a new subsection (21). 

 

Or to take any other action relative thereto. 

 
INSERTED BY: Robert T. Smart, Jr. et al 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:    

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 23: CITIZEN’S PETITION/AMEND ZONING BY-LAW – MAP CHANGE TO 

GENERAL RESIDENCE B ZONING DISTRICT 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Needham Zoning Bylaw by amending the Zoning Map as follows: 

 

Place in the Single Residence B Zoning District (i) all that land now zoned Single Residence A bounded 

generally to the northwest by a point at the northwesterly end of Parcel 73 on Needham Assessor’s Map 

No. 66, to the northeast by the State Circumferential Highway, to the southeast by Kendrick Street, and to 

the northwest by Hunting Road; said land comprising Parcels 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72 and 73 on said 

Map No. 66 and Parcels 25, 26 and 27 on Needham Assessor’s Map No. 58; as well as (ii) all that land now 

zoned Single Residence A bounded generally to the northwest by Kendrick Street, to the northeast by the 

State Circumferential Highway, to the southeast by Cheney Street, and to the southwest by Hunting Road, 

said land comprising Parcels 1, 2, 3, 4, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24 on said Map No. 58. 

 

So much of said land comprising Parcels 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72 and 73 on said Map No. 66 and 

Parcels 25, 26 and 27 on Needham Assessor’s Map No. 58 being bounded and described as follows: 

Beginning at a point on the northeasterly side of Hunting Road at the northwesterly end of Parcel 73 on 

Needham Assessor’s Map No. 66; thence running southeasterly along the southwesterly side of the State 
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Circumferential Highway a distance of 1,792.15 feet to Kendrick Street; thence running westerly and 

northwesterly along the northerly side of Kendrick Street, 328.72 feet to Hunting Road; thence running 

northwesterly along the northeasterly line of Hunting Road, 1,359.60 feet, to the point of beginning. 

 

And so much of said land comprising Parcels 1, 2, 3, 4, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24 on Needham Assessor’s 

Map No. 58 being bounded and described as follows: Beginning at a point on the southerly side of Kendrick 

Street, at the intersection with Hunting Road, thence running westerly 250.08 feet to the southwesterly side 

of the State Circumferential Highway; thence running generally southeasterly along the southwesterly side 

of the State Circumferential Highway a distance of 224.63 feet to Cheney Street; thence running southerly 

along the westerly line of Cheney Street a distance of 371.7 feet to the intersection with Hunting Road; 

thence running northwesterly along Hunting Road, a distance of 14.19 feet; thence running southerly by 

Hunting Road, along a curved line, a distance of 68.91 feet; thence running northwesterly along the 

northeasterly side of Hunting Road 444.24 feet; thence running along a curved line at the intersection of 

Hunting Road and Kendrick Street a distance of 95.20 to the point of beginning. 

 

Be any or all of said measurements, more or less. 

 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY: Bruno DiFazio, et al 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:   

  

 

 

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT ARTICLES 

 

 
ARTICLE 24: APPROPRIATE FOR FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH PRESERVATION AND 

RESTORATION  

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $90,200 for the First Baptist 

Church Porch Preservation and Restoration Project, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, 

and to meet this appropriation that said sum be raised from CPA Fund Receipts; or take any other action 

relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:    

    

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ARTICLE 25: APPROPRIATE FOR FIRST PARISH CHURCH STEEPLE 

PRESERVATION  
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $75,00 for the First Parish 

Church Steeple Preservation, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this 

appropriation that said sum be raised from CPA Fund Receipts; or take any other action relative thereto. 
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INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:       

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 26: APPROPRIATE FOR NEEDHAM COMMUNITY FARM GROWING 

BED EXPANSION 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $6,200 for the Needham 

Community Farm Growing Bed Expansion, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to 

meet this appropriation that said sum be raised from CPA Fund Receipts; or take any other action relative 

thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:       

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ARTICLE 27: APPROPRIATE FOR TRAIL IDENTIFICATION DESIGN  
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $6,000 for trail identification 

design, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this appropriation that said sum 

be raised from CPA Fund Receipts; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:       

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ARTICLE 28: APPROPRIATE FOR WALKER POND RESTORATION AND 

PRESERVATION 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $211,300 for Walker Pond 

Restoration and Preservation, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this 

appropriation that said sum be raised from CPA Fund Receipts; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:       

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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ARTICLE 29: APPROPRIATE FOR CLAXTON FIELD LIGHTS AND SKIN 

RENOVATION DESIGN 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $101,500 for Claxton Field 

lights and skin renovation design, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this 

appropriation that said sum be raised from CPA Fund Receipts; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:     

   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ARTICLE 30: APPROPRIATE FOR RESURFACING THE SYNTHETIC TRACK AT 

DEFAZIO COMPLEX 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $160,000 for resurfacing 

the synthetic track at DeFazio Complex, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet 

this appropriation that said sum be raised from CPA Fund Receipts; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:       

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ARTICLE 31: APPROPRIATE TO COMMUNITY PRESERVATION FUND 

 

To see if the Town will vote to hear and act on the report of the Community Preservation Committee; and 

to see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44B from 

the estimated FY2021 Community Preservation Fund revenues, or to set aside certain amounts for future 

appropriation, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, as follows:  

 

Appropriations: 

A.  Administrative and Operating Expenses of the Community Preservation Committee         $82,000 

  

Reserves: 

B.  Community Preservation Fund Annual Reserve $179,691 

C.  Community Housing Reserve $334,615 

D.  Historic Resources Reserve $0   

E.  Open Space Reserve $334,615 

 

or take any other action relative thereto. 

 
INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   
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Article Information:    Town Meeting and voters approved the Community Preservation Act in 2004.  The 

Fund receives monies through a 2.0% surcharge on local real estate property tax bills with certain 

exemptions.  Adoption of the Act makes the Town eligible to receive additional monies on an annual basis 

from the Massachusetts Community Preservation Fund.  Any expenditure from the Community Preservation 

Fund must be both recommended by the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) and approved by Town 

Meeting.  The law requires that at least 10% of the revenue be appropriated or reserved for future 

appropriation for each of the following purposes: community housing, historic preservation and open 

space.  The Town traditionally sets aside 11% to account for any changes to the revenue estimate or State 

match that may occur during the year.  Up to 5% of the annual revenue estimate may be utilized for the 

administrative and operational expenses of the Community Preservation Committee. At the end of the fiscal 

year, unspent administrative funds return to the CPA Annual Reserve.   

   

 

CAPITAL ARTICLES 

 
 

ARTICLE 32: APPROPRIATE FOR GENERAL FUND CASH CAPITAL 

 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $4,083,601 for General 

Fund Cash Capital, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this appropriation 

that said sum be transferred from Free Cash; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

 
 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:     

 

Article Information:     

 

 

Group Description Recommended Amendment

Community Services Library Furniture $84,168

Community Services Library Space Planning $60,000

Community Services Library Technology $30,000

DPW DPW Boiler Replacement 470 Dedham Avenue $460,000

DPW NPDES Support Projects $770,500

DPW Specialty Equipment - Loader Mounted Snow Blower (H) $192,000

DPW Traffic Improvements $50,000

General Government Multi-Function Printer Devices $35,600

Multiple Energy Efficiency Upgrade Improvements $100,000

Multiple Fleet Replacement Program $1,268,729

Public Safety Automated External Defibrillators Replacement $32,885

Public Safety Firearm Replacement $33,000

Public Safety Personal Protective Equipment $43,424

Public Schools Eliot School Technology Room Conversion $179,300

Public Schools Pollard School Locker Room Retrofit Design $60,000

Public Schools School Copier Replacement $62,420

Public Schools School Furniture/Musical Equipment $35,000

Public Schools School Technology $586,575

$4,083,601
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 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
ARTICLE 33: APPROPRIATE FOR PUBLIC WORKS INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $2,415,000 for the Public 

Works Infrastructure Program, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this 

appropriation that $500,000 be transferred from Overlay Surplus and $1,915,000 be transferred from Free 

Cash; or take any other action relative thereto.  

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:    Article be Adopted 

 

Article Information:     

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 34: APPROPRIATE FOR MITCHELL SCHOOL RESTROOM UPGRADES 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $676,700 for Mitchell 

School restroom upgrades, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this 

appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Select Board, is authorized to borrow said sum under 

Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 7; and that any premium received by the Town upon the 

sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the payment of the costs 

of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the payment of costs approved by this vote in 

accordance with Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 20, thereby reducing the amount 

authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:    Article be Adopted 

 

Article Information: 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 35: APPROPRIATE FOR POLLARD SCHOOL AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $100,000 for design and 

engineering of the Pollard School Air Conditioning system, including any costs incidental or related thereto, 

to be spent under the direction of the Permanent Public Building Committee and Town Manager, and to 

meet this appropriation that $86,660 be transferred from Free Cash, and that $13,340 be transferred from 

Article 32 of the May 2018 Annual Town Meeting; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:     

 

Article Information: 

 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
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ARTICLE 36: APPROPRIATE FOR SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND CASH CAPITAL  

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $318,088 for Sewer 

Enterprise Fund Cash Capital, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this 

appropriation that said sum be transferred from Sewer Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings; or take any other 

action relative thereto. 

 

 
 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   Article be Adopted 

 

Article Information: 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 37: APPROPRIATE FOR WATER ENTERPRISE FUND CASH CAPITAL  

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $43,002 for Water Enterprise 

Fund Cash Capital, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and to meet this appropriation 

that said sum be transferred from Water Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings; or take any other action relative 

thereto. 

 

 
 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   Article be Adopted 

 

Article Information: 

 

 
 

TOWN RESERVE ARTICLES 

 
 

ARTICLE 38:      APPROPRIATE TO ATHLETIC FACILITY IMPROVEMENT FUND   

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise, and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $35,283 to the Athletic 

Facility Improvement Fund, as provided under the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40, 

Section 5B, as further amended by Section 22 of Chapter 218 of the Acts of 2016, and to meet this 

appropriation that said sum be raised from the Tax Levy; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:   Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

Group Description Recommended Amendment

Sewer Fleet Replacement Program $318,088

$318,088

Group Description Recommended Amendment

Water Fleet Replacement Program $43,002

$43,002
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Article Information:   Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40, Section 5B, allows the Town to create one 

or more stabilization funds for different purposes.  A stabilization fund is a special reserve fund into which 

monies may be appropriated and reserved for later appropriation for any lawful municipal 

purpose.  Monies accumulated in a stabilization fund carry forward from one fiscal year to 

another.  Interest earned from the investment of monies in the stabilization fund remains with that 

fund.  Town Meeting by majority vote may appropriate into the fund and by a two-thirds vote appropriate 

from the fund.  The 2012 Annual Town Meeting approved the creation of the Athletic Facility Improvement 

Fund to set aside capital funds for renovation and reconstruction of the Town’s athletic facilities and 

associated structures, particularly at Memorial Park and DeFazio Park.  The balance in the fund as of 

December 31, 2019 was $268,028.      
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 39:          APPROPRIATE TO CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise, and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $111,268 to the Capital 

Improvement Fund, as provided under the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40, Section 

5B, as further amended by Section 22 of Chapter 218 of the Acts of 2016, and to meet this appropriation 

that said sum be transferred from Free Cash; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:   Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 

Article Explanation:    Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40, Section 5B, allows the Town to create one 

or more stabilization funds for different purposes.  A stabilization fund is a special reserve fund into which 

monies may be appropriated and reserved for later appropriation for any lawful municipal 

purpose.  Monies accumulated in a stabilization fund carry forward from one fiscal year to 

another.  Interest earned from the investment of monies in the stabilization fund remains with that 

fund.  Town Meeting by majority vote may appropriate into the fund and by a two-thirds vote appropriate 

from the fund.  The 2004 Annual Town Meeting under Article 58 approved the creation of Capital 

Improvement Stabilization Fund for the purpose of setting aside funds for time-sensitive and critical capital 

item(s) at times when ordinary funding sources are limited or not available.  Over time, as the fund grows 

and is supported, it will be one of the tools in the overall financial plan of the Town.  Maintaining and 

supporting such funds is looked upon favorably by the credit rating industry.  The recommended 

appropriation is equal to the amount that the Town received from the sale of surplus equipment during 

2019.  This was one of the sources identified to be contributed to the fund.  The balance in the fund as of 

December 31, 2019 was $1,088,719. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 40:          APPROPRIATE TO CAPITAL FACILITY FUND 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate a sum to the Capital Facility Fund, as 

provided under the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40, Section 5B, as further amended 

by Section 22 of Chapter 218 of the Acts of 2016, and to meet this appropriation that said sum be raised 

from the Tax Levy; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:     

 

Article Information:  Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40, Section 5B, allows the Town to create one 

or more stabilization funds for different purposes.  A stabilization fund is a special reserve fund into which 
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monies may be appropriated and reserved for later appropriation for any lawful municipal 

purpose.  Monies accumulated in a stabilization fund carry forward from one fiscal year to 

another.  Interest earned from the investment of monies in the stabilization fund remains with that 

fund.  Town Meeting by majority vote may appropriate into the fund and by a two-thirds vote appropriate 

from the fund.  The 2007 Annual Town Meeting under Article 10 approved the creation of the Capital 

Facility Fund, as part of the Town’s planning strategy for addressing capital facility maintenance needs by 

providing a reserve to address extraordinary building repairs and related expenses at times when other 

resources are unavailable.  The purpose of this fund is to allow the Town, from time to time, by 

appropriation, to reserve funds for design, maintenance, renovation, or reconstruction relating to the 

structural integrity, building envelope, or MEP (mechanical, electrical, plumbing) systems of then-existing 

capital facilities.  The balance in the fund as of December 31, 2019 was $1,907,214.  

 

 

GENERAL ARTICLES & CITIZENS PETITIONS 

 
 

ARTICLE 41: STORMWATER STABILIZATION FUND 

 

To see if the Town will vote to establish a Stormwater Stabilization Fund in accordance with the fourth 

paragraph of M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 5 which allows the dedication, without further appropriation, of 

100% of the Community Stormwater Mitigation Assessments collected into the fund for stormwater 

maintenance, repair, and improvement program, effective for fiscal year 2021 beginning on July 1, 2020; 

or take any other action relative thereto. 

 
INSERTED BY:   School Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 

Article Explanation:    

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 42: ACCEPTANCE OF PROVISIONS OF M.G.L. CHAPTER 41 

SECTION 111F – SPECIAL INJURY LEAVE INDEMNITY FUND 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the fourth paragraph of M.G.L. Chapter 41, Section 111F to create a 

special fund to be known as the Injury Leave Indemnity Fund, to be expended by the Town Manager without 

further appropriation for payment of injury leave compensation or medical bills incurred under M.G.L. 

Chapter 41, Sections 111F or 100, to which appropriations may be made, and amounts received from 

insurance proceeds or restitution for injuries to firefighters or police officers shall be credited, provided 

further that said chief executive officer may, if the amounts therein are not immediately necessary or 

required in the foreseeable future, release specific amounts to the General Fund, or take any other action 

relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:   Select Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 

Article Explanation:  The 2016 Municipal Modernization Act added a paragraph to M.G.L. c. 41 Section 

111F to allow cities and towns to establish and appropriate amounts to a special injury leave indemnity 

fund for payment of injury leave compensation or medical bills incurred for public safety personnel. The 

monies in the special fund may be expended, with the approval of the chief executive officer and without 
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further appropriation, for such expenses. Any balance in the fund shall carry over from year to year, unless 

specific amounts are released to the general fund by the chief executive officer upon a finding that the 

amounts released are not immediately necessary for the purpose of the fund, and not required for expenses 

in the foreseeable future. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 43:          FOSTER CARE TRANSPORTATION REIMBURSEMENT  

 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Needham Public Schools to enter into contracts to seek federal 

reimbursement for foster care transportation activities being carried out by the Town, and to provide that 

payments for services under such contracts be made from the reimbursements or revenues recovered as a 

result of the services performed, without appropriation of such revenues, in accordance with the provisions 

of M.G.L. Ch. 44 s. 70; or take any other action relative thereto.    

 

INSERTED BY:   School Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 

Article Explanation:    

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 44:          SPECIAL EDUCATION STABILIZATION FUND 

 

To see if the Town will vote to establish a Special Education Stabilization Fund in accordance with 

M.G.L. Chapter 40, s. 13 E; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:   School Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 

Article Explanation:    

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 45: AMEND GENERAL BY-LAW – AUTHORIZE TOWN CLERK TO 

ENSURECONSISTENCY IN NUMBERING 

 

To see if the Town will vote to insert a new paragraph at the end of Section 1.14 of the General By-Laws 

as follows: 

 

The Town Clerk is authorized to assign appropriate numbers or letters to by-law sections, subsections, 

paragraphs and subparagraphs where none are approved by Town Meeting; and if such numbering or 

lettering is approved by Town Meeting, to make non-substantive editorial revisions to the same to ensure 

consistent and appropriate sequencing and numbering; and to make non-substantive editorial revisions to 

references regarding such numbering or lettering as contained within the by-laws to ensure accuracy and 

conformity; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:   School Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT: 
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Article Explanation:    

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 46: CITIZENS’ PETITION – STORAGE OF RECEPTACLES USED FOR 

HOUSEHOLD WASTE DISPOSAL PICKUP AT RESIDENTIAL 

PROPERTIES BY COMMERCIAL VENDORS 

 

To Amend the General Bylaws as Follows: 

 

1. To include, immediately following Section 2.5.1 of the General Bylaws; 

 

Section 2.5.1.1 

 

Storage of Receptacles Used for Household Waste Disposal Pickup at Residential Properties By 

Commercial Vendors:  Except between the hours of 9:00 PM the day before and 9:00 PM on the day of 

household waste, hereinafter defined, disposal pickup by a commercial waste disposal vendor, hereinafter 

defined, any and all receptacles of any kind used for such purpose shall be stored at least thirty (30) feet 

from the abutting paved edge of all public ways or otherwise not visible from a public way within the Town 

of Needham.  For purposes of this article, Household waste shall mean any house dirt, ashes or garbage, 

recycling or other refuse or garbage, or any grease or bones or any refuse substances from any residential 

dwelling house of any kind.  Commercial waste disposal vendor, for purposes of this article, shall mean 

any entity whatsoever that, for hire, removes and transports household waste from any residential dwelling 

house of any kind in the Town of Needham. 

 

To include, immediately following Section 8.2.2.7 of the General Bylaws;  

 

2. Section 8.2.2.7.1 

 

Enforcement of Section 2.5.1 of the General Bylaws 

 

The Enforcement Agents for Section 2.5.1.1 of the General Bylaws: Health Director, 

Environmental Health Agent, or Chief of Police  

 

Fine Schedule: 

First Offense - $50 

Second Offense - $100 

Third Offense - $200 

Fourth and Subsequent Offenses - $300 

 

INSERTED BY:   Joseph L. Leghorn, et. al.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 

Article Explanation:    

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE 47:  CITIZENS’ PETITION SEWER LINE EXTENSION 

 
To see if the Town will vote to request to extend the sewer line through Walker Lane, as recommended by 

a Town commissioned report [ESS Group, December 2017], either through a sewer betterment program, as 
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described in part 4 section 28 of the town by-laws, or in any other way the town finds suitable.  For this 

purpose, we request that the sewer betterment program be prioritized and funded as appropriate; or take any 

action related thereto. 

 

Notes:  

A sewer betterment program would require financial participation from the pond abutters benefitting from 

the sewer line, including but not limited to the homeowners on the road and the Town. 

 

INSERTED BY:   Rachel Achituv, et. al.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 

Article Explanation:    

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

ARTICLE  48:          OMNIBUS 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise by taxation, transfer from available funds, by borrowing or otherwise, 

such sums as may be necessary for all or any of the purposes mentioned in the foregoing articles, especially 

to act upon all appropriations asked for or proposed by the Selectmen, or any Town officer or committee, 

to appoint such committees as may be decided upon and to take action upon matters which may properly 

come before the meeting; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Select Board 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

And you are hereby directed to serve this Warrant by posting copies thereof in not less than twenty public 

places in said Town at least 7 days before said meeting. 

 

Hereof fail not and make due return of this Warrant with your doings thereon unto our Town Clerk on or 

after said day and hour. 

 

Given under our hands at Needham aforesaid this 11th day of February 2020. 

 

 Chair 

Vice Chair 

 Clerk 

 

 

 

Select Board of Needham 

 

 

 

A true copy, 

ATTEST _______________________________________ 2020 

  Constable              (month) (day)     

ATTEST _______________________________________ 2020 

  Constable              (month) (day)     
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