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SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

 

WARRANT 

 

                
 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2012 

 

7:30 P. M. 

 

  

JAMES HUGH POWERS HALL, NEEDHAM TOWN HALL 

 

1471 HIGHLAND AVENUE NEEDHAM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional information on particular warrant articles will be made available form time to time at 

www.needhamma.gov/townmeeting during the weeks leading up to the Special Town Meeting. 

 

http://www.needhamma.gov/townmeeting


 

 

 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
Norfolk, ss. 

 

To either of the Constables in the Town of Needham in said County, Greetings: 

 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required to notify and warn the 

inhabitants of the Town of Needham qualified to vote in elections and in Town affairs to meet at the Town 

Hall: 

 

 MONDAY, THE TWENTY NINTH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2012 

 

at seven-thirty in the afternoon, then and there to act upon the following articles, viz: 

 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES ARTICLES 

 
 

ARTICLE : FUND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT – FIRE UNION 

 

To see if the Town will vote to approve the funding of a collective bargaining agreement between the Town 

and the Needham Fire Union, and to appropriate a sum of money to defray the cost of salary and wages 

provided for under the agreement for fiscal year 2013; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Board of Selectmen 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:      

PERSONNEL BOARD RECOMMENDS THAT:      

 

Article Information:    

 
 

 

 

ARTICLE : ACCEPT THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 176 OF THE ACTS OF 

2011/SUPPLEMENTAL PENSION ALLOWANCE 

 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of Chapter 176 of the Acts of 2011: An Act Increasing the 

Supplemental Pension Allowance under M.G.L. c. 32 Section 12 to survivors of members who die while 

employed by the Town from an annual amount of $3,000 to $6,000; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Retirement Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:      

 

Article Information:   Acceptance of this legislation will allow the Needham Retirement Board to increase the 

benefit to surviving spouses of members who die while employees.  This benefit will take effect on the date that 

certification of acceptance is filed with the Public Employee Retirement Administration Commission and is not 

retroactive.  Currently there are four (4) survivors who would qualify for this benefit.  The increase to those 

survivors currently receiving the benefit would be approximately $3,300 per year.  Acceptance of this Act will 

have no material impact on the annual funding required by the Town to the Retirement System.   



 

 

 

 

 
FINANCE ARTICLES 

 
 

ARTICLE : APPROPRIATE FOR SOLAR ENERGY FEASIBILITY STUDY  

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate a sum for a study of the feasibility of 

locating solar facilities within the Town, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, said sum to be 

raised from the tax levy; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Board of Selectmen 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:    

 
 

 

ARTICLE :           AMEND THE FY2013 OPERATING BUDGET 

 

To see if the Town will vote to amend and supersede certain parts of the fiscal year 2013 Operating Budget 

adopted under Article 10 of the 2012 Annual Town Meeting, by deleting the amounts of money appropriated 

under some of the line items and appropriating new amounts as follows: 

 

Line Item          Appropriation                                                  Changing From:              Changing To:       

3 Group Health Insurance $9,973,869 $ 

10                     Reserve Fund                                            $1,199,821 $   

15A                  Finance Department Salary & Wages                   $1,512,620 $1,600,620 

15B                  Finance Department Expenses                            $746,495 $793,865 

20C                  Police Department Capital                                  $200,000 $228,018 

24                     Needham Public Schools                                     $51,112,681 $ 

25C                  Department of Public Works Capital                    $6,500 $126,500 

                         

And to meet this appropriation that $X be raised from the FY2013 tax levy, $28,018 be transferred from 

Insurance Proceeds in Excess of $20,000; that $120,000 be transferred from Article 4 of the March 3, 2008 

Special Town Meeting;  or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:   Finance Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:       
 

 
ARTICLE 29:  RESCIND DEBT AUTHORIZATIONS 
 
To see if the Town will vote to rescind a portion of certain authorizations to borrow, which were approved at 

prior town meetings, where the purposes of the borrowing have been completed, and/or it was unnecessary to 

borrow the full authorization: 

 

     



 

 

 

      

      

      

      

 
or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Board of Selectmen 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:   When a project is financed by borrowing, the project has been completed, and all the 

bills have been paid, the balance of the authorization that was not borrowed can be rescinded.   A Town 

Meeting vote to rescind the balance of a borrowing prevents any further borrowing for the project, and frees 

up borrowing capacity.  In some cases, the full appropriation for a project is not required, due to monies 

received from other sources, changes in scope, cost saving measures, or favorable bids. 

 

 
ZONING / LAND USE ARTICLES 

 
 

ARTICLE :  AMEND ZONING BY-LAW - MIXED USE 128 DIMENSIONAL CHANGES 

 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Needham Zoning By-Law, as follows: 

 

INSERTED BY:   Planning Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:    
      
 

 

ARTICLE : AMEND ZONING BY-LAW  - MUNICIPAL USE HEIGHT EXEMPTION 

 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Needham Zoning By-Law, as follows: 

 

INSERTED BY:   Planning Board 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:       
 
Article Information:    
 
 

 

ARTICLE :  AMEND ZONING BY-LAW  – DEFINITION OF A STRUCTURE 

 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Needham Zoning By-Law, as follows: 

 

INSERTED BY:   Planning Board 



 

 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:       
 
Article Information:    
 
 

 

 

 
GENERAL ARTICLES / CITIZENS’ PETITIONS / COMMITTEE ARTICLES 

 
 

ARTICLE :  AMEND GENERAL BY-LAW - PUBLIC CONSUMPTION OF MARIHUANA 

(TETRAHYDRCANNABINOL) 

  

To see if the Town will vote to amend its General By-Laws, Article 3, Police Powers, Authority and 

Regulations, by inserting the following section: 

 

“3.10. Use of Controlled Substance  No person shall smoke, ingest, or otherwise use or consume marihuana 

or tetrahydrocannibinol (as defined in G.L. c. 94C, 1, as amended) while in or upon any street, sidewalk, public 

way, footway, passageway, stairs, bridge, park, playground, beach, recreation area, boat landing, public 

building, schoolhouse, school grounds, cemetery, parking lot, or any area owned by or under the control of the 

town; or in or upon any bus or other passenger conveyance operated by a common carrier; or in any place 

accessible to the public. 

  

This by-law may be enforced through any lawful means in law or in equity including, but not limited to, 

enforcement by criminal indictment or complaint pursuant to G.L. c. 40, 21D, or by noncriminal disposition 

pursuant to G.L. c. 40, 21D, by any police officer.  The criminal fine for violation of this by-law shall be three 

hundred dollars ($300) for each offence.  Any penalty imposed under this by-law shall be in addition to any 

civil penalty imposed under G.L. c. 94C, 32L.” 

  

And to amend Article 8, Section 8.2.2.4 Police Regulations, by adding the following sub-section: 

 

“T. Use Of Controlled Substances (Section 3.10) 

 

$200 per offense”; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:   Board of Health 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:   The purpose of this proposed by-law is to prohibit the public consumption of marihuana 

or tetrahydrocannabinol on Town property or in any place accessible to the public.  It allows the Police 

Department to seek a criminal complaint with a fine of $300 or issue a non-criminal citation with a fine of 

$200 per offence.  This is in addition to the civil penalties that may be imposed under Mass. general Laws, Ch. 

94, section 32. 

 

 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT ARTICLES 

 
 



 

 

 

ARTICLE :  APPROPRIATE FOR SOUTH STREET HOME / CHARLES RIVER ARC 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate a sum for the construction by the Charles 

River Center of an accessible home for individuals with disabilities, to be spent under the direction of the 

Town Manager, said sum to be transferred from the Community Housing Reserve; or take any other action 

relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:    

 

 

ARTICLE : APPROPRIATE FOR RAIL TRAIL FEASIBILITY STUDY  

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate a sum for a feasibility study  of the 

abandoned rail corridor from Needham Junction to the Dover line for use as a shared use rail trail, to be spent 

under the direction of the Town Manager, said sum to be transferred from the CPA General Reserve; or take 

any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:    

 

 

ARTICLE : APPROPRIATE FOR GREENE’S FIELD IMPROVEMENT  

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate a sum for the renovation of Greene’s Field 

including a play structure,  to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, said sum to be transferred 

from the CPA General Reserve; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Community Preservation Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:    

 

 

 
CAPITAL ARTICLES 

 
 

ARTICLE :  APPROPRIATE FOR PUBLIC WORKS INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate a sum for improvements and repairs to the 

Town’s infrastructure including but not limited to roads, bridges, sidewalks, intersections, drains, brooks and 

culverts, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, said sum to be transferred from Article 35 of the 

2011 Annual Town Meeting; or take any other action relative thereto. 



 

 

 

 

INSERTED BY:    Board of Selectmen 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:    

 

 

 

ARTICLE : APPROPRIATE FOR ATHLETIC FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS/WALKER 

GORDON  

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate the sum of $120,000 for athletic facility 

improvements, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, said sum to be transferred from Article 4 

of the March 3, 2008 Special Town Meeting; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Board of Selectmen 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:    

 

 

 

ARTICLE :  APPROPRIATE FOR SALT SHED CONSTRUCTION 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate a sum for engineering, design, 

construction, and associated improvements for the construction of a salt storage shed,  to be spent under the 

direction of the Town Manager, said sum to be _____________________; or take any other action relative 

thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Board of Selectmen 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:    

 

 

ARTICLE :  APPROPRIATE FOR RTS REMEDIATION 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate a sum for soil remediation at the 

Recycling/Transfer Station ,  to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, said sum to be transferred 

from Article XX of the XX Annual Town Meeting; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Board of Selectmen 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:   

 

Article Information:    

 

 

 



 

 

 

ARTICLE : APPROPRIATE FOR PROPERTY ACQUISITION  

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and/or transfer and appropriate a sum for the acquisition of real property 

known as ________________, and associated improvements thereto, to be spent under the direction of the 

Town Manager, and to meet this appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is 

authorized to borrow said sum under M.G.L., Chapter 44, Section 7; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

INSERTED BY:    Board of Selectmen 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT:  

 

Article Information:    

 

 

 

 

And you are hereby directed to serve this Warrant by posting copies thereof in not less than twenty public 

places in said Town at least fourteen (14) days before said meeting. 

 

Hereof fail not and make due return of this warrant with your doings thereon unto our Town Clerk on or after 

said day and hour. 

 

Given into our hands at Needham aforesaid this 18t
h
 day of September, 2012. 

 

GERALD A. WASSERMAN, Chairman 

DANIEL P. MATTHEWS, Vice Chair 

JOHN A. BULIAN, Clerk 

MAURICE P. HANDEL 

MATTHEW D. BORRELLI 

 

Selectmen of Needham 
 

 

 

A TRUE COPY 

Attest: 

Constable: 



 

 

 

 

Town Clerk’s Office      First Class Mail 

Needham, MA 02492      U.S. Postage Paid 

Needham, MA 

Permit No.  58224 
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